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VICTORIAN CERTIFICATE OF EDUCATION 
(VCE) 
 
The Victorian Certificate of Education (VCE) is designed to provide students with the 
opportunity to pursue their strengths and interests and develop the skills and 
understanding needed to succeed in further education, work and life. It prepares 
students to move into further education and training, university (via ATAR pathways), 
apprenticeships, traineeships or directly into the workforce.   
  
The VCE is an important part of nurturing the diverse gifts of our students. It provides 
a hands-on and integrated approach to the academic, spiritual, emotional, social and 
physical well-being of our students. Each student’s own VCE programme will be 
individually developed to best suit their career pathways and personal interests in 
such a way as to maximise their performance in each study.  However, it must be 
understood that although essential pathway studies will be provided for VCE students, 
the availability of some studies may be subject to timetable constraints and enrolment 
numbers.  
  
The VCE is designed to be completed over a minimum of two years. It is made up of a 
series of ‘studies’ (rather than subjects) each of which is divided into semester-long 
‘units’.    
  
In a regular course of study for students at WCC:  

• Year 10 students will undertake a singular Unit 1- 2 subject upon College 
approval.  

• Year 11 students will undertake 6 subjects, one of which will be a singular Unit 
3-4 sequence. This is generally the continuation of the satisfactorily 
completed Unit 1-2 subject from Year 10.   

• Year 12 students will undertake 5 subjects, all of which will be Units 3-4 
sequence.  

 
Variations to the usual WCC VCE course of study may include:  

• Students undertaking a VET study which contributes to the VCE certificate.  
• Students transferring to the College from a different school. There may be 

credit restrictions on equivalent studies towards satisfactory VCE completion. 
The College will communicate with the VCAA to determine eligibility towards 
the VCE of previous units completed.  

• Where students are required to satisfactorily complete additional units to be 
awarded their VCE certificate  

• Year 10 students enrolled in Accelerated Mathematics will undertake Unit 1-2 
Mathematical Methods as their core mathematics. These students will be able 
to select a Unit 1-2 subject in addition to Unit 1-2 Mathematical Methods.   

• Year 10 and 11 students who exchange learning a singular Unit 1-4 sequence 
with an external service provider, will not be permitted to enrol into additional 
Units with the College to accelerate their VCE studies.   

  
It is, however, possible for Year 10 and 12 students to undertake Unit 1 and/or 2 of VCE 
studies and for some Year 11 students to undertake Unit 3 & 4 sequences.    
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Each study is conducted according to the Victorian Curriculum and Assessment 
Authority’s (VCAA) accredited ‘Study Design’, relevant details of which are passed on to 
students by their teachers.   
  
The VCE is an accredited secondary certificate.   
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ACCOUNTING 
 
OVERVIEW  
This study enables students to acquire knowledge and skills to record financial data and 
report accounting information in a manner that is appropriate for the needs of the user. 
They develop an understanding of the role of accounting in managing and operating a 
sole proprietor trading business and skills in the use of ICT in an accounting system. 
Students develop an understanding of ethical considerations in relation to business 
decision-making and the capacity to identify, analyse and interpret financial data and 
information. They will develop and apply critical thinking skills to a range of business 
situations as well as use financial and other information to improve accounting 
decision-making within a business. 
 
The study of accounting is based on the premise that people need to be accountable. 
As Christians we can go one step further and highlight a very fundamental Biblical 
principle – that we are all ultimately accountable to God: “Nothing in all creation is 
hidden from God’s sight. Everything is uncovered and laid bare before the eyes of Him 
to whom we must give account” Hebrews 4:13. This subject develops this principle and 
focuses more specifically on our accountability to God in relation to money and talents. 
Matthew 25:14-30: Parable of the talents and Luke 16:1-13: Parable of the shrewd 
manager.   
 
The course also helps encourage careful stewardship of the gifts that God has given 
through planning and budgeting.  
 
TOPICS INCLUDE  
UNIT 1 & 2 

• The role of accounting  
• Recording financial data and reporting accounting information for a service 

business  
• Accounting for and managing inventory  
• Accounting for and managing accounts receivable and accounts payable  
• Accounting for and managing non-current assets  

UNIT 3 & 4 
• Recording and analysing financial data  
• Preparing and interpreting accounting reports  
• Extension of recording and reporting  
• Budgeting and decision-making 
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ASSESSMENT   
UNITS 1 & 2   

• A folio of exercises using manual methods and ICT  
• Structured questions using manual methods and ICT  
• An assignment including use of ICT  
• A case study including use of ICT  
• A report including use of ICT  
• A classroom presentation, role-play or debate including use of ICT  
• A feasibility investigation of a business venture including use of ICT  
• Examination  

UNITS 3 & 4  
• School Assessed Coursework  
• External Examination 
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ART CREATIVE PRACTICE 
 
OVERVIEW  
God created the world out of nothing. For the human artist, we must begin with what 
is, to create what is imaginary. Creating and making, looking and responding enables 
students to fulfil their God given roles as creators and makers. It is our responsibility to 
draw closer to God and understand Him better through studying and using 
observational skills to perceive and respond to what we see.  As Christians, we are 
responsible to think on what is beautiful, to appreciate the beauty God has provided but 
also to grapple with challenging and complex ideas. God evaluated His creative works 
when they were finished. God’s creations communicate His truth and love to 
humankind and art is a means of this expression. Student are encouraged to express 
this in their own creative way and develop and express their own personal ideas. 
Through their study of Art, students begin to develop an awareness of the role of Art, 
artists and audiences in society and how to view it from a Biblical perspective. Students 
might also engage with more challenging ideas and themes, acknowledging that God 
is sovereign and in whom we place our hope.   
 
This study is designed to enable students to:  

• Acquire a broad knowledge of what art is and its role and purpose  
• Develop personal ideas and concepts and explore these through experiential, 

enquiry and project-based learning. This provides students with 
opportunities to explore, problem-solve, develop and refine their art process 
to own interests of art making.  

• Develop the technical skills, understanding of composition and artistic 
awareness necessary to produce works of quality  

• Develop diversity in art practice through the investigation and 
experimentation of materials, techniques, processes and art forms, 
understand aesthetics and the language of visual analysis  

• Develop critical awareness of how art relates to its personal, cultural and 
contemporary contexts  

• Develop a critical awareness of the ways in which artists relate to the values, 
beliefs and traditions of societies  

• Develop skills to document, evaluate and communicate their own creative 
practice used to make personal visual responses  

 
TOPICS INCLUDE  
UNIT 1 & 2  

• Artists, artworks and audiences  
• The Creative Practice  
• Documenting and reflecting on Creative Practice 
• The artist, society and culture      
• The collaborative Creative Practice   
• Documentation of collaboration using the Creative Practice   

UNIT 3 & 4  
• Research and exploration, Resolution, presentation and critique 
• Personal investigation using the Creative Practice  
• Documentation and critique of the Creative Practice 
• Resolution and presentation of a Body of Work  
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• Comparison of artists, their practice and their artworks  
 
ASSESSMENT   
UNITS 1 & 2 

• An extended written response and/or comparison of artworks  
• Short-answer report supported by visual references  
• An annotated visual response  
• A folio documenting students art making with annotations in a visual diary 

including visual responses. This may include artistic responses to a selection 
of set tasks   

• A critique of personal ideas, explorations, visual language, technical skills in 
the form of a multimedia or oral presentation with written and visual 
documentation  

• A folio documenting art making of student’s personal visual responses 
including at least one finished artwork  

Units 3 & 4  
• School Assessed Coursework  
• School Assessed Tasks 
• External Examination 
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BIOLOGY 
 
OVERVIEW 
Biology is the study of created living organisms where students consider life at a cellular 
level. The understanding of how cells and molecules interact allow students to uncover 
the intelligent design behind cells, leading to complex organ systems and organisms 
that make up ecosystems. Students focus on the cell cycle and the role of stem cells in 
differentiation, specialisation and renewal of cells. They explore how systems function 
through cell specialisation in vascular plants and animals and consider homeostasis. 
Students explore reproduction and the transmission of biological information from 
generation to generation and the impact this has on species diversity. They explain the 
inheritance of characteristics, analyse patterns of inheritance, interpret pedigree charts 
and predict outcomes of genetic crosses. Students analyse the advantages and 
disadvantages of reproductive strategies, including the use of reproductive cloning 
technologies. They study adaptations that enhance an organism’s survival and explore 
interdependences between species. They also consider the contributions of Aboriginal 
and Torres Strait Islander knowledge and perspectives in understanding the survival of 
organisms in Australian ecosystems.  
 
Students examine the biological consequences of manipulating the DNA molecule and 
applying biotechnologies. They explore the structure, regulation and rate of 
biochemical pathways, with reference to photosynthesis and cellular respiration as well 
as how the application of biotechnologies could lead to improvements in agricultural 
practices. Students study the human immune system and the interactions between its 
components to provide immunity to a specific pathogen. Students consider how the 
application of biological knowledge can be used to respond to bioethical issues and 
challenges related to disease. They investigate the biological consequences as a result 
of change events on a population’s gene pool. Students examine the evidence for 
relatedness between species and change in life forms over time. Students examine the 
evidence for structural trends in the human fossil record, recognising that 
interpretations can be contested, refined or replaced when challenged by new 
evidence. Through their studies of evolution, students navigate and debate varying 
worldviews - seeking to understand the biblical truth written in genetic code.  
 
TOPICS INCLUDE 
UNIT 1 & 2 

• How do cells function?  
• How do plant and animal systems function?  
• How do scientific investigations develop understanding of how organisms 

regulate their functions?  
• How is inheritance explained?  
• How do inherited adaptations impact on diversity?  
• How do humans use science to explore and communicate contemporary 

bioethical issues?  
UNIT 3 & 4 

• What is the role of nucleic acids and proteins in maintaining life?  
• How are biochemical pathways regulated?  
• How do organisms respond to pathogens?  
• How are species related over time?  
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• How is scientific inquiry used to investigate cellular processes and/or 
biological change?  

 
ASSESSMENT 
UNITS 1 & 2 

• A case study analysis  
• A bioinformatics exercise  
• A data analysis of generated primary and/or collated secondary data  
• Reflective annotations of a logbook of practical activities  
• Media analysis of two or more media sources  
• A modelling or simulation activity  
• Problem-solving involving biological concepts and/or skills  
• A response to a bioethical issue  
• A report of a laboratory or fieldwork activity including the generation of 

primary data  
• A scientific poster.  

UNITS 3 & 4 
• School Assessed Coursework 
• External Examination   
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BUSINESS MANAGEMENT 
 
OVERVIEW 
As the Christian leaders of tomorrow, both in the church and in business, it is important 
our students have a strong understanding of what it means to lead and manage. 
Business Management examines the ways people at various levels within a business 
organisation manage resources to achieve the objectives of the organisation. The study 
recognises that there is a range of management theories. In each unit students examine 
some of these theories and, through exposure to real business scenarios and direct 
contact with business, compare them with management in practice. 
 
Biblical leadership principles are examined as students consider the application of 
management styles and skills to their own lives and to possible careers. In addition, 
students will evaluate social responsibility and ethics in examining change in large 
organisations. The application of conflict resolution strategies (see Matthew 18:15 and 1 
Corinthians 6) will be considered. God has created us to be in relationship both with 
Himself and with our fellow human beings. Therefore, students must consider how 
strong, Christ-centred relationships can be developed and maintained as an integral 
part of harmonious interactions within the business organisation.  
 
TOPICS INCLUDE 
UNIT 1 & 2 

• The Business Idea  
• Internal & External Business Environment and Planning  
• Legal Requirements and Financial Considerations  
• Marketing a Business  
• Staffing a Business  

UNIT 3 & 4 
• Business Foundations  
• Human Resource Management  
• Operations Management  
• Reviewing Performance – The Need for Change  
• Implementing Change  

 
ASSESSMENT 
UNITS 1 & 2 

• A case study analysis  
• A business research report  
• Development of a business plan and/or feasibility study  
• An interview and a report on contact with business  
• A school-based, short-term business activity, a business simulation exercise  
• A business survey and analysis  
• A media analysis  
• Report (written, visual, oral)  
• Examination  

UNITS 3 & 4 
• School Assessed Coursework 
• External Examination 
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CHEMISTRY 
 
OVERVIEW 
Chemistry is a key science in explaining the workings of the universe through an 
understanding of the properties and interaction of substances that make up matter. A 
knowledge of chemistry gives an understanding of a broad range of human activities, 
medicine, domestic science, industrial development, use of machines and scientific 
research, to name a few. As such, chemistry is a prerequisite or recommended subject 
for a number of tertiary courses. However, students should be encouraged to study this 
subject not simply because they must, but because it provides a chance to understand 
more about the materials we encounter in everyday life.  
 
Many topical issues are explored in the units of study, allowing opportunities to discuss 
these from a Christian viewpoint. The Psalmist reminds us that “the earth is the Lord’s 
and everything in it” (Ps 24:1), but at creation God gave man a position of authority under 
Him. As stewards of His earth, we need to treat its chemical resources responsibly. It is 
important that we show concern for our “neighbour”, the present and future 
generations that may be affected by waste disposal and for the treatment of the 
environment and the excessive use or misuse of materials. Through understanding the 
chemical principles involved in God’s Creation, students of Chemistry become equipped 
to produce, modify and analyse substances encountered in everyday life. The group and 
discussion work fosters cooperation and mutual respect between students. It is hoped 
that increased understanding of the complexity and the order of the materials that 
make up our physical world will inspire wonder at the creation and appreciation of our 
mighty Creator.  
 
TOPICS INCLUDE  
UNIT 1 & 2  

• How do the chemical structures of materials explain their properties and 
reactions?  

• How are materials quantified and classified?  
• How can chemical principles be applied to create a more sustainable future?  
• How do chemicals interact with water?  
• How are chemicals measured and analysed?  
• How do quantitative scientific investigations develop our understanding of 

chemical reactions?  
UNIT 3 & 4  

• What are the current and future options for supplying energy?  
• How can the rate and yield of chemical reactions be optimised?  
• How are organic compounds categorised and synthesised?  
• How are organic compounds synthesised and used?  
• How is scientific enquiry used to investigate the sustainable production of 

energy and/or materials? 
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ASSESSMENT  
Unit 1 & 2  

• a report of a laboratory or fieldwork activity, including the generation of 
primary data  

• comparison and evaluation of chemical concepts, methodologies and 
methods, and findings from at least two student practical activities  

• reflective annotations of one or more practical activities from a logbook  
• a summary report of selected practical investigations   
• critique of an experimental design, chemical process or apparatus  
• analysis and evaluation of generated primary and/or collated secondary data  
• a modelling or simulation activity  
• a media analysis/response  
• problem-solving involving chemical concepts, skills and/or issues   
• a report of an application of chemical concepts to a real-life context  
• analysis and evaluation of a chemical innovation, research study, case study, 

socio-scientific issue, secondary data or a media communication, with 
reference to sustainability (green chemistry principles, sustainable 
development and/or the transition to a circular economy)  

• an infographic  
• a scientific poster.  
• a report of a student-adapted or student-designed scientific investigation 

using a selected format, such as a scientific poster, an article for a scientific 
publication, a practical report, an oral presentation, a multimedia 
presentation or a visual representation  

• a response to a question involving the production or use of a selected 
material, including reference to sustainability  

UNITS 3 & 4 
• School Assessed Coursework 
• External Examination 
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DIGITAL TECHNOLOGY: APPLIED 
COMPUTING & SOFTWARE 
DEVELOPMENT 
 
OVERVIEW 
This subject empowers students to grasp how digital systems and solutions are utilised 
by individuals and organisations. It encompasses an exploration of cybersecurity, data 
analytics, programming, and their respective roles and applications. Students engage 
in problem-solving methodologies to dissect needs and opportunities, craft solutions to 
challenges, and assess the efficacy of these solutions in meeting identified needs. 
Furthermore, they delve into project management techniques, equipping them with 
the skills necessary to navigate the development process of digital solutions effectively.  
 
Additionally, students delve into the realm of current and emerging digital 
technologies, fostering an informed perspective on digital tools and trends. They 
leverage this understanding to disseminate their findings, evaluate innovative 
opportunities, and assess emerging technologies for their potential to address 
contemporary challenges. This comprehensive approach not only enhances critical and 
creative thinking but also cultivates communication and collaboration skills, alongside 
fostering personal, social, and ICT literacy.  
 
In line with being responsible citizens in a global society, students demonstrate 
Christian character in their collaboration and communication using technology. They 
strive to be proficient in the creative use of the various tools that God has provided and 
remain vigilant in recognising and avoiding the potential dangers of technology.  
 
TOPICS INCLUDE  
UNIT 1 &2  

• Data Analysis  
• Programming  
• Innovative Solutions  
• Cyber Security  

UNIT 3 & 4  
• Programming  
• Analysis and Design  
• Development and Evaluation  
• Cybersecurity: Secure Software Development Practices  
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ASSESSMENT   
UNITS 1 & 2 

• A folio of exercises to demonstrate the learning of database, spreadsheet and 
data visualisation software tools.  

• A solution including the use of database, spreadsheet and/or data 
visualisation software tools in response to teacher-provided solution 
requirements and designs.  

• A personal portfolio to showcase the development of databases, spreadsheet 
and data visualisations.  

• A folio of exercises to demonstrate the learning of an object-oriented 
programming language.  

• A software solution that includes the designs, solution and a testing table in 
response to teacher-provided solution requirements.  

• The creation and maintenance of code repositories to track the progression 
of students’ learning, using platforms such as GitHub.  

• A software solution developed in response to a teacher-provided problem-
solving challenge, presented as a hackathon.  

• An innovative solution that includes an analysis, designs, the development of 
a proof of concept/prototype/product and an evaluation.  

• A presentation (oral, multimedia, visual) of an innovative solution.  
• A written report that documents the development of an innovative solution.  
• An annotated visual report that documents the development of an innovative 

solution.  
• A teacher-provided case study with structured questions that investigates a 

cyber security incident and how it could be prevented in the future.  
• A teacher-provided case study with structured questions that investigates a 

network, its vulnerabilities and how these could be mitigated.  
UNITS 3 & 4 

• School Assessed Coursework  
• School Assessed Task  
• External Examination  
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DRAMA 
 
OVERVIEW  
The stage can be a particularly good expression of our Christian values and theologies, 
because it is an art form that unfolds through a process, just like spiritual 
transformation. A play and its characters never stand still but play out in a dynamic 
sequence of moments. This gives the Christian writer, actor, director, and designer the 
opportunity to play both sides of descriptive and prescriptive drama. By creating a 
transformational arc, drama can show the possibility of change, and how and why 
people are able to change. Students will research, improvise, script, rehearse and 
perform live theatre, as well as attend live theatre and analyse the ways in which 
professional actors and directors bring stories to life on stage. As students at a Christian 
school, we would seek to embrace both drama and theology, seeing in each a 
complementary intersection that is most wise, profound and natural.  
 
TOPICS INCLUDE  
UNIT 1 & 2 

• Creating a devised performance  
• Presenting a devised performance  
• Analysing a devised performance  
• Analysing and evaluating a professional drama performance  
• Using Australia as inspiration  
• Presenting a devised performance  
• Analysing and evaluating a devised performance  
• Analysing and evaluating an Australian drama performance  

UNIT 3 & 4   
• Devising and presenting ensemble performance  
• Analysing and evaluating a devised ensemble performance  
• Analysing and evaluating a professional drama performance  
• Demonstrating techniques of solo performance  
• Devising a solo performance  
• Analysing and evaluating a devised solo performance  

 
ASSESSMENT   
UNITS 1 & 2  

• School Assessed Coursework  
• Live Performance Analysis  
• Self-devised Performance Analysis 
• Drama Folio 
• Live Performance   
• Examination   

UNITS 3 & 4  
• School Assessed Coursework 
• Live Performance Analysis  
• Self-devised Performance Analysis  
• Drama Folio  
• External Performance 
• External Written Examination  
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ECONOMICS 
 
OVERVIEW 
Economics is the study of how resources are allocated to meet the needs and wants of 
society. It attempts to explain how and why people behave the way they do and the 
consequences of their decision-making. By unpacking the economic considerations 
around how to best meet the needs and wants of citizens, the study of Economics 
provides students with valuable insight into issues that may affect them both 
individually and as members of society. Economics assists us in making more informed 
and responsible decisions and in making a contribution to public debate as active 
citizens.  
 
God has placed us as a steward over His resources. A study of Economics helps to 
understand that God’s resources are finite and that we have a responsibility to manage 
economic resources wisely. The study of Economics helps us to understand that God is 
the supplier of material needs for those who trust Him.  
 
TOPICS INCLUDE  
UNIT 1 & 2   

• Thinking like an economist  
• Decision-making in markets  
• Behavioural economics   
• Economic activity  
• Applied economic analysis of local, national and international economic 

issues   
UNIT 3 & 4 

• An introduction to microeconomics: the market system, resource allocation 
and government intervention  

• Domestic macroeconomic goals  
• Australia and the international economy  
• Aggregate demand policies and domestic economic stability  
• Aggregate supply policies   
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ASSESSMENT   
UNITS 1 & 2  

• an analysis of written, visual and statistical evidence  
• a folio of applied economics exercises  
• problem-solving tasks  
• a blog of media commentaries using print or electronic materials  
• a report of an investigation or an inquiry  
• a debate  
• an essay  
• a structured report  
• structured questions  
• a presentation (oral, multimedia, visual) 
• a web page  
• a media analysis  
• a case study  
• economics simulation activities.  
• fieldwork  
• investigate and/or conduct and report on a behavioural economics 

experiment  
• economics simulation activities.  

UNITS 3 & 4  
• School Assessed Coursework 
• External Examination 
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ENGLISH 
 
OVERVIEW 
Living in contemporary society requires competence in communicating to others. The 
acquisition of such competence is the responsibility of all Christians. The English Course 
is designed to progressively develop competence in the four basic areas of language: 
reading, writing, speaking and listening.  
  
Within this basic framework, students are given the opportunity to:  

• Gain a critical understanding of language as an instrument for clear, and 
effective communication  

• Expand and enhance their creative and imaginative gifts  
• Become proficient in the processes of drafting, editing and assessing their own 

writing  
• Learn to read with enjoyment, perception and discrimination  
• Gain competence in their ability to evaluate information, organise ideas and 

form personal opinions  
• Develop confidence in their ability to formulate, articulate and express 

(verbally or in writing) their thoughts and feelings about themselves, their 
world and their reading.  

  
Competence in language both written and oral, is of vital importance if students are to 
become effective communicators of the Gospel. However, Christian students need to 
develop basic skills not only to communicate the truth, but also to discern truth. 
Students must be able to comprehend and analyse what they are reading and to be 
able to clearly explain and justify their responses.  
  
Through the study of texts, the media, drama and the students’ own writing, various 
social values are examined from a Biblical perspective. In addition, English purposes to 
extend the students’ appreciation of the beauty and goodness which exists in God’s 
world. Texts have an important role to play in the development of the students’ 
understanding of themselves and the world and is a valuable tool in discussions on the 
nature of man and our Christian responsibility to God and His creation.  
 
TOPICS INCLUDE 
UNIT 1 & 2  

• Reading and exploring texts   
• Crafting texts   
• Exploring argument  

UNIT 3 & 4  
• Reading and responding to texts   
• Creating texts   
• Analysing argument  

 
  



19 
 

ASSESSMENT 
UNITS 1 & 2  

• Semester Exam  
UNITS 3 & 4  

• School Assessed Coursework  
• External Examination   
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ENVIRONMENTAL SCIENCE 
 
OVERVIEW 
Environmental science is an interdisciplinary, investigative science that explores the 
interactions and interconnectedness between humans and their environments and 
analyses the functions of both living and non-living elements that sustain Earth 
systems. Students look through the perspective of the Earth being part of God’s 
creation, and learn the beauty found in God’s intricate balanced design and set up of 
these systems.  
 
In VCE Environmental Science, Earth is understood as a set of four interrelated systems: 
the atmosphere, the biosphere, the hydrosphere and the lithosphere. This study 
explores how the relationships between these systems produce natural environmental 
change over a variety of time scales and how these systems respond to change and 
disruption. Students investigate the extent to which humans modify their 
environments and the consequences of these changes in local and global contexts with 
a focus on biodiversity, pollution, food and water security, climate change and energy 
use. Students examine the challenges and opportunities presented by selected 
environmental issues and case studies, and consider how different value systems, 
priorities, knowledge and regulatory frameworks affect environmental decision-making 
and planning for a sustainable future. Students also consider approaches to using and 
caring for the Earth given humans are stewards of the Earth appointed by God.  
 
VCE Environmental Science provides direct pathways to a range of careers related to 
atmospheric sciences, ecology, environmental chemistry and geosciences. The 
interdisciplinary nature of the study leads to pathways including, but not limited to, 
architecture, environmental law, engineering, environmental consultancy, 
environmental advocacy, government policy development, industrial management, 
landscape design, regional and urban planning, and teaching and research. 
Environmental scientists also work in cross-disciplinary solutions-oriented areas such as 
coastal management, climate risk management and disaster risk management.  
 
TOPICS INCLUDE 
UNIT 1 & 2 

• How are Earth’s systems organised and connected?  
• How do Earth’s systems change over time?  
• How do scientific investigations develop understanding of how Earth’s 

systems support life?  
• How can we manage pollution to sustain Earth’s systems?  
• How can we manage food and water security to sustain Earth’s systems?  
• How do scientific endeavours contribute to minimising human impacts on 

Earth’s systems?  
UNIT 3 & 4 

• Why is maintaining biodiversity worth a sustained effort?  
• When is development sustainable?  
• How can we respond to climate change?  
• What might be a more sustainable mix of energy sources?  
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ASSESSMENT 
UNITS 1 & 2 

• A laboratory or fieldwork activity involving the generation, analysis and 
evaluation of primary data, presented as a report or scientific poster  

• An investigation or literature review involving the collation of secondary data  
• Reflective annotations from a logbook of practical activities   
• Analysis of data/results including generation of appropriate graphical 

representations and formulation of generalisations and conclusions   
• Analysis and evaluation of a case study  
• A response to an issue or media article   
• A graphic organiser showing how earth’s systems are impacted by an action, 

innovation or management strategy   
• A photojournalism article, presented as an essay or as a multimedia 

production  
• A modelling or simulation activity   
• Problem solving involving environmental science concepts, skills and/or 

issues   
• A designed solution to an environmental issue or challenge  
• Evaluation of stakeholder perspectives in environmental management.  

UNITS 3 & 4 
• School Assessed Coursework 
• External Examination 
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FOOD STUDIES 
 
OVERVIEW  
The Food Studies course focuses on food from a diverse range of social, cultural, 
historical and contemporary perspectives and is designed to appeal to an equally 
diverse range of students who are keen to explore food and extend their knowledge 
and practical food skills.  A strong emphasis on cooking skills is underpinned by 
theoretical understanding of food production in domestic, agricultural and commercial 
settings within Australia and globally. The course with its emphasis on inquiry, decision-
making and problem-solving will provide students with personal and vocational 
opportunities to make confident food decisions as consumers and acquire valuable 
skills and knowledge linked to food, hospitality and nutrition-related professions.   
 
Food Studies examines the background to Australia’s varied and abundant food supply 
and explores reasons for our food choices. This study is designed to build the capacities 
of students to make informed food choices and develop an understanding about food 
security, food sovereignty and food citizenship. Students develop their understanding 
of food while acquiring skills that enable them to take greater ownership of their food 
decisions and eating patterns. Through engaging with issues associated with food, 
students consider relevant sustainability, legal, economic, psychological, sociocultural, 
health, political and ethical viewpoints. Ultimately, in undertaking Food Studies, 
students will gain a greater appreciation of the abundance and provision of God’s 
creation and deepen their understanding of our body design to both enjoy and utilise 
food. Students also consider and apply Biblical principles of creativity, stewardship, 
hospitality and service throughout the many facets of this study.  
 
TOPICS INCLUDE  
UNIT 1 & 2  

• Food Around the World  
• Food in Australia 
• Australia's Food Systems  
• Food in the Home    

UNIT 3 & 4 
• The Science of Food  
• Food Choice, Health and Wellbeing  
• Navigating Food Information   
• Environment & Ethics  
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ASSESSMENT   
UNITS 1 & 2  

• a reflection on three practical activities and two records of practical activities 
that use ingredients found in earlier cultures.  

• an oral presentation: face-to-face or recorded as a video or podcast  
• a practical demonstration: face-to-face or recorded as a video or podcast  
• a short-written report: research inquiry or historical timeline.  
• a reflection on three practical activities and two records of practical activities 

that use ingredients indigenous to Australia and/or ingredients introduced 
through migration.   

• design and produce a practical food solution in response to an opportunity or 
a need in the food industry or school community.  

• design and produce a practical food solution in response to an opportunity or 
a need in a domestic or small-scale setting.  

UNITS 3 & 4  
• School Assessed Coursework  
• External Examination  
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GEOGRAPHY 
 
OVERVIEW 
This study enables students to develop a sense of wonder and curiosity about people, 
culture and environments throughout the world. They develop knowledge and 
understanding of geographic phenomena at a range of temporal and spatial scales. 
Students will understand and apply geographic concepts including place, scale, 
distance, distribution, movement, region, process, change, spatial association and 
sustainability to develop their ability to think and communicate geographically. They 
will develop an understanding of the complexity of natural and human induced 
geographic phenomena across the earth’s surface and a range of skills to assist in 
analysing information and making informed judgments and decisions about 
geographic challenges. Students will understand the importance of geography in 
analysing issues and challenges to human welfare and the environment, at a range of 
scales.  They will develop an understanding of the role and application of geography in 
the planning and management of human welfare and the environment.  
  
God is a God of Creation. Through Geography, students explore God’s Creation from a 
Biblical perspective. Geography will assist students to participate effectively in debate 
from a Biblical perspective about the creation and development of the Earth and the 
impact of human use on the Earth’s resources.  
 
TOPICS INCLUDE 
UNIT 1 & 2 

• Characteristics Of Hazards  
• Response To Hazards and Disasters  
• Characteristics of Tourism  
• Impact of Tourism  

UNIT 3 & 4 
• Fieldwork - Land Use Change  
• Land Cover Change  
• Population Dynamics  
• Population Issues and Challenges  

 
ASSESSMENT 
UNITS 1 & 2 

• A fieldwork report  
• Data analysis / tests  
• Case study / reports  
• Examination  

UNITS 3 & 4 
• School Assessed Coursework 
• External Examination 
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HEALTH AND HUMAN DEVELOPMENT 
 
OVERVIEW 
Health and Human Development explores how health and wellbeing is a 
multidimensional concept, dynamic and subjective in nature, with different 
interpretations and contexts. Individual interpretations are examined alongside the 
World Health Organization’s (WHO) definition. Students consider wellbeing as an 
essential element of health. This study enhances the knowledge that our body glorifies 
God: “Or didn’t you realise that your body is a sacred place, the place of the Holy Spirit? 
Don’t you see that you can’t live however you please; squandering what God paid such 
a high price for? The physical part of you is not some piece of property belonging to the 
spiritual part of you. God owns the whole works. So let people see God in and through 
your body.” 1 Corinthians 6:19-20  
 
Students explore the biological, sociocultural, and environmental factors, consider the 
interaction between these factors and learn that health and human development is 
complex and influenced by the settings in which people are born, grow, live, work and 
age.  
 
Students examine the Australian healthcare system, the work of global health 
organisations and the Australian Government’s overseas aid program with an emphasis 
on overcoming inequity and inequality.  
 
Students use data to evaluate the concepts of health and wellbeing and human 
development, at the individual, local, national, and global level and across time and 
human lifespan. Students develop health literacy as they connect their learning to their 
lives, communities, and world. They develop a capacity to critique and respond to health 
information, advertising, and other media messages, which enables them to put 
strategies into action to address health and wellbeing at a personal, community and 
global level.  
 
TOPICS INCLUDE 
UNIT 1 & 2 

• Concepts of health  
• Youth health and wellbeing  
• Health and nutrition   
• Developmental transitions  
• Youth health literacy  

UNIT 3 & 4 
• Understanding health and wellbeing  
• Promoting health in Australia  
• Global health and human development  
• Health and the Sustainable Development Goals  
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ASSESSMENT 
UNITS 1 & 2 

• a written report, such as a media analysis, a research investigation, a blog 
post or a case study analysis  

• a visual presentation, such as a graphic organiser, a concept/mind map, an 
annotated poster or a digital presentation   

• an oral presentation, such as a debate or a podcast  
• structured questions, including data analysis.  
• an extended response question analysing a range of data sources with an 

emphasis on annotating, synthesising and planning the response  
UNITS 3 & 4 

• School Assessed Coursework 
• External Examination 
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HISTORY 
 
OVERVIEW  
The study is designed to enable students to develop an understanding of change, 
continuity, causation and evidence over time. They acquire a knowledge of how people 
in different times and cultures have interacted, organised their societies and given 
meaning to their world and develop the knowledge, concepts and skills to analyse the 
ways in which the past has been represented visually, orally and in written form. Student 
will develop skills responding to historical evidence creatively and critically to make 
meaning and acquire a broad historical knowledge, including a historical map within 
which to locate their detailed studies.  
  
Throughout history, God has been working to bring His purposes for man to a 
conclusion. It is this overall perspective on history, and the salvation which God intends, 
that is central to History.  
  
In specific terms, students will gain and grow from a Biblical perspective of history by:  

• Identifying how closely linked most of history is to the development of 
Christian ideas  

• Analysing how Christian values have functioned in many historical settings, 
compared with other value systems. Understanding Christian cultures and 
communities of the past  

• Learning from the human frailty and misunderstandings of the past  
• Critically comparing non-Christian culture with Christian culture  

 
TOPICS INCLUDE  
UNITS 1 & 2 

• Ideology and conflict: Interwar period and the rise of Nazism  
• Social and cultural change: Nazi Germany  
• Causes; course and consequences of the Cold War  
• Challenge and change: Apartheid in South Africa and the Civil Rights 

Movement in USA  
UNITS 3 & 4  

• Causes of Revolution  
o The Russian Revolution from 1896 to 26th October 1917 (Coronation of 

Tsar Nicholas II to the announcement of the Soviet government on 
26 October 1917)  

o The Chinese Revolution from 1912 to 1st October 1949 (The founding 
of the Chinese Republic to the Communist victory in the Civil War in 
October 1949)  

• Consequences of Revolution  
o The Russian Revolution from October 26th 1917 to 1927 (Early 

Sovnarkom decrees to the end of the NEP)  
o The Chinese Revolution from 1st October 1949 to 1976 (Proclamation 

of the People’s Republic of China to the death of Mao 1976)  
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ASSESSMENT   
UNITS 1 & 2  

• A historical inquiry  
• An analysis of primary sources  
• An analysis of historical interpretations  
• An essay  
• Examination  

UNITS 3 & 4  
• School Assessed Coursework 
• External Examination  
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LANGUAGE: CHINESE 
 
OVERVIEW 
Competence in language, both written and oral, is of vital importance in 
communicating the gospel. The study of a LOTE should be more than simply 
memorizing words and structures, especially from a Christian perspective. Effective 
communication in a second language takes place when there is a relationship based on 
levels of empathy and feelings allowing social discussion to effectively take place. Being 
familiar with phrases, structures, text types and appropriate relationship building 
strategies, allows us to join communicatively in God’s big vision of impacting people 
and communities, and seeking and saving the lost.  
  
The common worldwide issues we explore in VCE Chinese include: relationships, 
personal opinions and values, lifestyles, customs and traditions, as well as social and 
environmental change. Studying these topics and themes will further increase our 
students’ understanding of our responsibility to God and others in His world.  
  
The study of a language other than English contributes to the overall education of 
students, most particularly in the area of communication, but also in the areas of cross-
cultural understanding, intercultural learning, cognitive development, literacy and 
general knowledge. It provides access to the culture of communities which use the 
language and promotes understanding of different attitudes and values within the 
wider Australian community and beyond.  
 
The ability to communicate in another language, in conjunction with other skills, may 
provide opportunities for employment in the fields of interpreting, social services, ethnic 
affairs, the tourism and hospitality industries, international relations, the arts, 
commerce, technology, science and education.  
  
This study is designed to enable students to:  

• Use Chinese to communicate with others  
• Understand and appreciate the cultural contexts in which Chinese is used  
• Understand their own culture(s) through the study of other cultures  
• Understand language as a system  
• Make connections between Chinese and English, and/or other languages  
• Apply Chinese to work, further study, training or leisure  

 
TOPICS INCLUDE 
UNITS 1- 4 

• The individual- self and others  
• The Chinese-speaking communities – tradition and change  
• The world around us – global issues  
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ASSESSMENT 
UNIT 1 & 2 

• Participate in a conversation, interview or role-play  
• Give a talk to the class about selected topic, asking and answering questions  
• Write a descriptive summary of a film including information from a review of 

the film  
• Listen to a conversation and view a map to write directions  
• Read an article and listen to an announcement to write instructions.  
• Create a written presentation which may include pictures; this may be 

supported by media  
• Write an imaginative children’s story.  
• Write a personal answer to an email  
• Write an informative blog in response to texts  
• Respond in a written letter to a radio announcement or editorial  
• Describe in writing an experience seen from different perspectives  
• Write a reflective article on a cultural insight, such as the attitudes of 

Chinese-speaking people in Australia and elsewhere to traditional customs  
• Evaluate opposing arguments put forward on an issue, such as attitudes to 

health or the long-term impact of social media on society  
• Narrate a life story, event or incident that highlights an aspect of culture  
• Tell the class a personal or reflective story about a cultural event  
• Present and explain an aspect of culture referring to a portfolio or a 

PowerPoint presentation.  
UNITS 3 & 4 

• School Assessed Coursework  
• External Examination: Oral and Written   
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LANGUAGE: FRENCH 
 
OVERVIEW 
The study of a language other than English contributes to the overall education of 
students, most particularly in the area of communication, but also in the areas of cross-
cultural understanding, intercultural learning, cognitive development, literacy and 
general knowledge. It provides access to the culture of communities which use the 
language and promotes understanding of different attitudes and values within the 
wider Australian community and beyond.  
  
The ability to communicate in another language, in conjunction with other skills, may 
provide opportunities for employment in the fields of interpreting, social services, ethnic 
affairs, the tourism and hospitality industries, international relations, the arts, 
commerce, technology, science and education.  
  
This study is designed to enable students to:  

• Use French to communicate with others  
• Understand and appreciate the cultural contexts in which French is used  
• Understand their own culture(s) through the study of other cultures  
• Make connections between French and English, and/or other languages  
• Apply French to work, further study, training or leisure  

  
TOPICS INCLUDE 
UNITS 1 & 2 

• The Individual  
• The French-Speaking Communities  
• The World Around us  
• Interpersonal communication  
• Interpretive communication  
• Presentational communication  

UNITS 3 & 4 
• Participate in a spoken exchange in French to resolve a personal issue by 

negotiating a mutually agreeable outcome.  
• Students extract, interpret and synthesise information from three or more 

texts to identify key ideas and detail and write responses in French.   
• Create an extended, original piece of personal, informative or imaginative 

writing in French to express ideas, thoughts or responses.  
• Share information, ideas and opinions on a cultural product or practice they 

have researched, in French.  
• Analyse and present information from written, spoken and viewed texts, for 

use in a written response in French.  
• Present information, concepts and ideas in evaluative or persuasive writing 

on an issue in an extended written response in French.  
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ASSESSMENT 
UNITS 1 & 2  

• Participate in a conversation, interview or role-play  
• Give a talk to the class about the selected subtopic, asking and answering 

questions.  
• Write a descriptive summary of a film including information from a review of 

the film  
• Listen to a conversation and view a map to write directions  
• Read an article and listen to an announcement to write instructions.  
• Create a written presentation which may include pictures; this may be 

supported by media such as Photo Story or PowerPoint  
• Write an imaginative children’s story.  
• Write a personal answer to an email  
• Write an informative blog in response to texts  
• Respond in a written letter to a radio announcement or editorial.  
• Describe in writing an experience seen from different perspectives  
• Write a reflective article on a cultural insight, such as the attitudes of French-

speaking people in Australia and  
• elsewhere to traditional customs  
• Evaluate opposing arguments put forward on an issue, such as attitudes to 

health or the long-term impact of  
• social media on society.  
• Narrate a life story, event or incident that highlights an aspect of culture  
• Tell the class a personal or reflective story about a cultural event  
• Present and explain an aspect of culture, referring to a portfolio or a 

PowerPoint presentation.  
UNITS 3 & 4  

• School Assessed Coursework 
• External Examination: Oral and Written examination 
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LEGAL STUDIES 
 
OVERVIEW  
In contemporary Australian society there are a range of laws existing to both protect 
the rights of individuals and to achieve social cohesion. These laws are made by bodies 
such as parliament and the courts and are upheld by a number of institutions and 
processes within the legal system. Members of a democratic society interact with laws 
and the legal system through many aspects of their lives and can also influence law 
makers.   
 
The study of VCE Legal Studies enables students to become active and informed 
citizens by providing valuable insight into their relationship with the law and the legal 
system. Students develop knowledge and skills to enhance their confidence and ability 
to access and participate in the legal system. They will learn to appreciate the 
underlying principles of the rule of law, how legal systems and processes aim to achieve 
social cohesion, as well as how they themselves can affect positive change to laws and 
the legal system. VCE Legal Studies equips students with an ability to research and 
analyse legal information and apply legal reasoning and decision-making skills. It also 
fosters critical thinking to solve legal problems. Further study in the legal field can lead 
to a broad range of career opportunities such as a solicitor, barrister, policy adviser, 
prosecutor, paralegal, legal assistant, as well as other careers in the courtroom, 
education and law enforcement.  
 
If Christians are to be educated for service and witness in the world, knowledge of the 
political and legal systems which seek to control our society is essential. This course 
introduces students to the Australian legal system with a view to encouraging interest 
and a sense of Christian responsibility in these fundamental structures of our 
community.  
  
Legal Studies purposes to:  

• Cultivate a reasoned and compassionate outlook on social and political 
behaviour based on Christian principles  

• Encourage a responsibility to, and involvement in, political and social activity 
which effectively promotes Biblical values while respecting the rights, 
opinions and interpretations of others  

• Show the difficulties involved in applying God’s absolute standards to a world 
corrupted by sin to recognise, consequently, that sometimes the choice is not 
between good and evil but a matter of choosing the lesser of two evils  

• Promote an appreciation of the fact that there may be several alternative 
means, political legal and social, of achieving the implementation of Biblical 
principles  

 
  



34 
 

TOPICS INCLUDE  
UNIT 1 & 2 

• Legal foundations  
• Proving guilt  
• Sanctions  
• Civil liability  
• Remedies  
• Human Rights  

UNIT 3 & 4  
• The Victorian Criminal Justice System  
• The Victorian Civil Justice System  
• The people and the law-makers  
• The people and reform  

 
ASSESSMENT   
UNITS 1 & 2  

• a folio of exercises  
• an oral or digital presentation, such as a podcast or video  
• a Wiki, website or blog  
• structured questions  
• a mock trial or role play  
• a debate  
• a research report or media analysis  
• an essay  
• a question-and-answer session.  
• Examination  

UNITS 3 & 4  
• School Assessed Coursework  
• External Examination 
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LITERATURE 
 
OVERVIEW  
VCE Literature focuses on the meanings derived from texts, the relationships between 
texts, the contexts in which texts are produced, and how readers’ experiences shape 
their responses to texts.  
 
In VCE Literature students develop and refine four key abilities through their 
engagement with texts. These are:   

• an ability to offer an interpretation of a whole text (or a collection of texts)   
• an ability to demonstrate a close analysis of passages or extracts from a text, 

in consideration of the whole text  
• an ability to understand and explore multiple interpretations of a text   
• an ability to respond creatively to a text.  

 
Students are provided with opportunities to read deeply, widely and critically; to 
appreciate the aesthetic qualities of texts; and to write creatively and analytically.  
VCE Literature enables students to examine the historical, social and cultural contexts 
within which both readers and texts are situated. Accordingly, the texts selected for 
study should be drawn from a wide range of eras, a variety of forms and diverse social 
and cultural contexts.  
 
The study of VCE Literature aims to foster students’ enjoyment and appreciation of the 
artistic and aesthetic merits of stories and storytelling and enables students to 
participate more fully in the cultural conversations that take place around them. By 
reading and exploring a diverse range of established and emerging literary works, 
students become increasingly empowered to discuss texts. As both readers, writers and 
Christ followers, students extend their creativity and high order thinking to express and 
develop their critical and creative voices. The study of literature can be seen as a way to 
honour God's gift of creativity and allows us to gain a richer understanding of ourselves 
and the world.  
 
TOPICS INCLUDE  
UNIT 1 & 2  

• Reading practices    
• Exploration of literary movements and genres  
• Voices of country   
• The text in its context   

UNIT 3 & 4 
• Adaptions and transformations   
• Developing interpretations   
• Creative responses to texts   
• Close analysis of texts   
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ASSESSMENT   
UNITS 1 & 2  

• A grade for each assessment is provided and will contribute towards an S or 
N for these units.  

• Semester Exam  
UNITS 3 & 4  

• School Assessed Coursework  
• External Examination 
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MATHEMATICS: GENERAL MATHS 
 
OVERVIEW  
Mathematical ideas have been embedded in God’s creation and are being revealed over 
time as humans have sought to understand his world. God has given humans the ability 
to think mathematically as a way of recording and expressing the laws and relationships 
which He has created. Students explore, discover and delight in God’s patterns and 
designs within their studies and seek out ways in which these can benefit mankind.   
  
General Mathematics is designed to provide access to worthwhile and challenging 
mathematical learning in a way which considers the needs and aspirations of a wide 
range of students. It is also designed to promote students’ awareness of the importance 
of mathematics in everyday life in a technological society, and confidence in making 
effecting use of mathematical ideas, techniques and processes. Each unit deals with 
specific content and is designed to enable students to achieve a set of outcomes. Each 
outcome is described in terms of key knowledge and skills.   
 
General Mathematics provide for the study of non-calculus and discrete mathematics 
topics. They are designed to be widely accessible and provide preparation for general 
employment, business or further study, in particular where data analysis, recursion and 
financial modelling, networks and matrices are important.   
 
The appropriate use of technology to support and develop the teaching and learning of 
mathematics is to be incorporated throughout the units.  
 
TOPICS INCLUDE 
UNITS 1-4  

• Investigating and comparing data distributions  
• Arithmetic and geometric sequences  
• First-order linear recurrence relations   
• Investigating relationships between two numerical variables  
• Financial mathematics  
• Variation  
• Linear functions, graphs, equations and models  
• Matrices   
• Space, measurement and applications of trigonometry  
• Graphs and networks  

 
ASSESSMENT   
UNITS 1 & 2  

• All assessments are school-based.   
UNITS 3 & 4  

• School Assessed Coursework  
• External Examination 1 – Multiple Choice 
• External Examination 2 – Extended Response  
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MATHEMATICS: METHODS 
 
OVERVIEW 
As stewards of God’s creation here on Earth it is our responsibility to learn, know and 
understand how best to manage and care for our world.  Mathematics and its 
understanding is a fundamental key to this and it is an exciting platform to learn and 
understand in that context.  God is great and the study of mathematics is part of our 
earthly privilege to come closer to an understanding of His majesty and power.   
  
Mathematical Methods is designed to provide access to worthwhile and challenging 
mathematical learning in a way which takes into account the needs and aspirations of 
a wide range of students. It is also designed to promote students’ awareness of the 
importance of mathematics in everyday life in a technological society, and confidence 
in making effective use of mathematical ideas, techniques and processes. All Units deal 
with specific content and are designed to enable students to achieve a set of outcomes. 
Each outcome is described in terms of key knowledge and skills. Assumed knowledge 
and skills for Mathematical Methods Units 3 and 4 are contained in Mathematical 
Methods Units 1 and 2. The appropriate use of Computer Algebra Systems (CAS) 
technology via a hand-held device to support and develop the teaching and learning of 
mathematics, and in related assessments, is incorporated throughout the course.  
 
TOPICS INCLUDE  

• Functions, relations and graphs  
• Algebra, number and structure  
• Data analysis, probability and statistics  
• Calculus  

 
ASSESSMENT   
UNITS 1 & 2    

• Regular classwork and homework including SAT tasks (informal topic tests).  
• Fundamental skills in routine context  
• Analysis skills in an application context  
• Use of CAS Technology  

UNITS 3 & 4:  
• School Assessed Coursework 
• External Examination 1 – non calculator  
• External Examination 2 – with calculator  
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MATHEMATICS: SPECIALIST 
MATHEMATICS 
 
OVERVIEW 
Mathematics is bound into the very fabric of our world, from the order and pattern 
evident in nature all around us to the incredible, faithful and reliable, physical laws of 
the universe.  As Galileo famously said back in the mists of time, but which is just as 
relevant today “Mathematics is the alphabet with which God wrote the universe”. How 
awesome yet so humbling and true.  
 
As stewards of God’s creation here on Earth it is our responsibility to learn, to know and 
understand how best to manage and care for our world. Mathematics and its 
understanding is a fundamental key to this understanding and it is an exciting platform 
to learn and understand in that context.  God is great and the study of mathematics is 
part of our earthly privilege to come closer to an understanding of His majesty and 
power.  
  
Specialist Mathematics is designed to provide access to worthwhile and challenging 
mathematical learning in a way which considers the needs and aspirations of a wide 
range of students. It is also designed to promote students’ awareness of the importance 
of mathematics in everyday life in a technological society, and confidence in making 
effecting use of mathematical ideas, techniques and processes.  
  
Each unit deals with specific content and is designed to enable students to achieve a 
set of outcomes. The appropriate use of technology to support and develop the 
teaching and learning of mathematics is to be incorporated throughout the units. 
Students are encouraged to use graphics calculators and other technologies both in 
the learning of new material and the application of this material in a variety of different 
contexts.  
 
TOPICS INCLUDS 
UNITS 1-4 

• Discrete mathematics  
• Functions, relations and graphs  
• Algebra, number and structure  
• Calculus  
• Space and measurement   
• Data analysis, probability and statistics  

 
ASSESSMENT 
UNITS 1 & 2  

• Regular classwork and homework.  
• Fundamental skills in routine context   
• Analysis skills in an application context   
• Use of CAS Technology  

UNITS 3 & 4  
• School Assessed Coursework 
• External Examination   
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MEDIA 
 
OVERVIEW  
We interact with the media every day, and the way we use the media is always 
changing.  The media influences the way in which people spend their time and how 
people perceive themselves and others, both positively and negatively.  This study 
encourages students to analyse and evaluate media products, production processes 
and policies through studying media forms which include traditional media forms such 
as radio, film, print media and television, as well as digital and social media.  This study 
encourages students to consider the media they consume and create with greater 
intentionality and thoughtfulness.  
 
The media's influence upon society has been profound.  In teaching students to analyse 
and evaluate the media, this study encourages students to critically examine the media 
from a Christian worldview. God has also designed us to be creative beings, and 
students are encouraged to use their God-given creativity to produce thoughtful, 
inspired media products.  
 
TOPICS INCLUDE  
UNIT 1 & 2  

• Media Representations   
• Media Forms in Production   
• Australian Stories  
• Narrative, Style and Genre   
• Narratives in Production   
• Media and Change  

UNIT 3 & 4  
• Narratives and their contexts  
• Research, development and experimentation  
• Pre-Production Planning  
• Media Production  
• Agency and Control in the media 

 
ASSESSMENT   
UNITS 1 & 2  

• Audio-visual or video sequences  
• Radio or audio sequences  
• Photographs  
• Print layouts and posters  
• Sequences or presentations using digital technologies  
• Written responses  
• Oral reports  

UNITS 3 & 4  
• School Assessed Coursework 
• School Assessed Task 
• External Exam 
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OUTDOOR AND ENVIRONMENTAL 
STUDIES 
 
OVERVIEW 
Outdoor and Environmental Studies enables students to critically analyse different 
human relationships with outdoor environments and their subsequent effects, 
including socio-ecological issues at local and national levels. This provides students with 
the knowledge and skills to participate in, and contribute to, contemporary society by 
supporting and creating solutions for the future health of outdoor environments.   
  
Our purpose is to develop a healthy Christian perspective concerning the protection of 
our environment. Through this subject, future pathways are examined and observed 
through interactions with outdoor environments, pathways such as resource 
management, nature-based tourism, conservation advocacy, outdoor leading and 
guiding, environmental research, education and agriculture. Through these avenues, 
Christian perspectives can influence and support decisions about our environment.  
 
TOPICS INCLUDE 
UNIT 1 & 2  

• Our place in outdoor environments  
• Exploring outdoor environments  
• Safe and sustainable participation in outdoor experiences  
• Understanding outdoor environments   
• Observing impacts on outdoor environments   
• Independent participation in outdoor environments  

UNIT 3 & 4  
• Changing human relationships with outdoor environments   
• Relationships with Australian environments in the past decade  
• The importance of healthy outdoor environments  
• The future of outdoor environments  
• Investigating outdoor environments  

 
ASSESSMENT 
UNITS 1 & 2   

• A case study  
• An oral presentation including the use of multimedia and podcasts  
• Data analysis  
• A written response to an issue   
• A visual presentation such as a graphic organiser, concept/mind map, 

annotated poster or presentation file.  
• A practical demonstration of key skills, with reference to outdoor experiences 

in addition to ongoing logbook entries of outdoor practical experiences.  
UNITS 3 & 4  

• School Assessed Coursework  
• External Examination   
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PHYSICAL EDUCATION 
 
OVERVIEW  
Physical Education study enables students to explore the complex interrelationships 
between biophysical (anatomical, biomechanical, physiological and skill acquisition) 
and psychosocial (psychological and sociocultural) principles to understand their role in 
producing and refining movement for participation and performance in physical 
activity, sport and exercise.  
 
They will engage in physical, written, oral and digital learning experiences, where 
students apply theoretical concepts and reflect critically on factors that affect all levels 
of participation and performance in physical activity, sport and exercise.  
 
Integrating theoretical understanding and practice is central to the study of VCE 
Physical Education. Theoretical knowledge and skills are developed and utilised in and 
through practical activities, which can be opportunistic, structured or investigative 
experiences. Practical activities challenge students to reflect on and share their 
participatory perspectives, while emphasising the educational value of human 
movement to develop theoretical understanding. These opportunities ultimately help 
students to develop deeper holistic connections that support their understanding of 
biophysical and psychosocial movement concepts.  
 
Through the study of the how the human body works to create movement, students 
will be able to see and reflect how each system are perfectly created and seamlessly 
work together to create efficient movement. Students gain respect for our bodies as a 
unique gift of God’s creation, and for the performances that we as individuals can 
achieve. Students also explore the rights of others in to access and enjoy physical 
activity. Our PURPOSE is to develop a healthy Christian attitude towards competition 
and participation, in that the activity is there for the enjoyment of “all” , not just the 
gifted.  
 
TOPICS INCLUDE  
UNIT 1 & 2   

• How does the musculoskeletal system work to produce movement?  
• What role does the cardiorespiratory system play in movement?  
• How do physical activity, sport and exercise contribute to healthy lifestyles?  
• What are the contemporary issues associated with physical activity and 

sport?  
UNIT 3 & 4 

• How are movement skills improved?  
• How does the body produce energy?  
• What are the foundations of an effective training program?  
• How is training implemented effectively to improve fitness?  
• Integrated movement experiences  
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ASSESSMENT   
UNITS 1 & 2  

• a written report analysing participation in at least 4 physical activities that 
demonstrates the integration of theoretical knowledge and practical 
application of how the musculoskeletal and cardiorespiratory systems work 
together.   

• a practical laboratory report linking key knowledge and key skills to a 
practical activity or practical activities   

• a case study analysis   
• a data analysis   
• an extended-response question that uses a visual planning tool such as a 

concept/mind map to synthesise information and develop a response  
• a visual presentation such as an annotated poster, a concept/mind map, or a 

digital presentation (including physical simulation)  
• an oral presentation such as a podcast or debate.  
• a written report.  
• a written plan or multimedia presentation designed to either increase 

physical activity levels and/or reduce sedentary behaviour for an individual or 
a selected group, based on reflections from participation in physical 
strategies/programs designed to promote physical activity and limit 
sedentary behaviour  

UNITS 3 & 4  
• School Assessed Coursework  
• External Examination 
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PHYSICS  
 
OVERVIEW 
This study enables students to apply physics models, theories and concepts to describe, 
explain, analyse and make predictions about physical phenomena. They will understand 
and use the language and methodologies of physics to solve qualitative and 
quantitative problems in familiar and unfamiliar contexts. Students develop a range of 
science investigation skills through experimental and inquiry tasks in the field and in 
the laboratory. They will develop an informed perspective on contemporary science-
based issues and understand and apply the research, ethical and safety principles that 
govern the discipline.   
  
This course should enable students to see the beauty and harmony of God’s creation. 
Students will be better equipped to fulfil the Genesis commission to subdue (control) 
the earth by having a greater understanding of the laws that govern the physical world. 
Students will learn to analyse and question scientific ideas put forward by others and 
be less likely to be deceived by proposals that are contrary to God’s word or nature. 
Students will see that scientific ideas are continually changing, and that the only eternal 
truth is in God’s word. Students will learn study and inquiry skills that may be applied to 
all aspects of their life.  
 
TOPICS INCLUDE 
UNIT 1 & 2  

• How are heat and light explained?  
• How is energy from the nucleus utilised?  
• How can electricity be used to transfer energy?  
• How is motion understood?  
• How does Physics inform contemporary issues and applications in society?  
• Practical Investigation: How do physicists investigate questions?  

UNIT 3 & 4  
• How do physicists explain motion in two dimensions?  
• How do things move without contact?  
• How are fields used in electricity generation?  
• How has understanding about the physical world changed?  
• Practical Investigation: How is scientific inquiry used to investigate fields, 

motion or light?  
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ASSESSMENT 
UNITS 1 & 2  

• a report of a laboratory or fieldwork activity including the generation of 
primary data  

• reflective annotations related to one or more practical activities from a 
logbook  

• an analysis and evaluation of generated primary and/or collated secondary 
data  

• a critique of an experimental design, process or apparatus  
• a modelling or simulation activity  
• a report of the design, building, testing and evaluation of a device  
• an explanation of a selected physics device, design or innovation  
• a physics-referenced response to an issue or innovation  
• a report of a selected physics phenomenon  
• a media analysis/response  
• an infographic  
• problem-solving involving physics concepts and/or skills  
• a report of an application of physics concepts to a real-world context  
• an analysis, including calculations, of physics concepts applied to real-world 

contexts  
• comparison and evaluation of two solutions to a problem, two explanations of 

a physics phenomenon or concept, or two methods and/or findings from 
practical activities  

• a scientific poster 
UNITS 3 & 4  

• School Assessed Coursework  
• External Examination 
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PSYCHOLOGY 
 
OVERVIEW  
This study enables students to develop knowledge and understanding of psychological 
models, theories and concepts to describe, explain, analyse and predict human 
thoughts, emotions and behaviour. They will understand and apply a biopsychosocial 
approach to human thoughts, emotions and behaviour.  
 
Students apply psychological models, theories and/or concepts to everyday situations 
to enhance understanding of mental wellbeing and more broadly to:  

• Develop attitudes that include curiosity, open-mindedness, creativity, 
flexibility, integrity, attention to detail and respect for evidence-based 
conclusions and Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander knowledges  

• Develop an understanding of the cooperative, cumulative, iterative and 
interdisciplinary nature of science as a human endeavour, including its 
possibilities, limitations and sociocultural, economic, political and legal 
influences and consequences  

• develop a range of individual and collaborative science inquiry skills through 
a variety of investigation methodologies in the laboratory and field, refining 
investigations to improve data quality  

• understand the research, ethical and safety guidelines that govern the study 
and practice of the discipline and apply these guidelines to generate, collate, 
analyse, critically evaluate and report data  

• analyse and interpret qualitative and quantitative data to provide evidence, 
recognising patterns, relationships and limitations of data  

• develop an informed and critical perspective, as local and global citizens, on 
contemporary science-based issues   

• develop knowledge and understanding of key models, concepts, theories and 
laws of science to explain scientific processes and phenomena, and apply this 
understanding in familiar and unfamiliar situations, including personal, 
sociocultural, environmental and technological contexts  

• communicate clearly and accurately an understanding of the discipline, 
using appropriate terminology, conventions and formats.  

 
Through an understanding of “scientific” Psychology, to appreciate its relevance to 
Biblical principles.  
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TOPICS INCLUDE  
UNIT 1 & 2 

• What influences psychological development?  
• How are mental processes and behaviour influenced by the brain?  
• How does contemporary psychology conduct and validate psychological 

research?  
• How are people influenced to behave in particular ways?  
• What influences a person’s perception of the world?  
• How do scientific investigations develop understanding of influences on 

perception and behaviour?  
UNIT 3 & 4 

• How does the nervous system enable psychological functioning?  
• How do people learn and remember?  
• How does sleep affect mental processes and behaviour?  
• What influences mental wellbeing?  
• How is scientific inquiry used to investigate mental processes and 

psychological functioning?  
 
ASSESSMENT   
UNIT 1 & 2 

• Empirical Research Activity on Piaget’s Theory of Development  
• An analysis of the role of the brain in mental processes and behaviour  
• Report of an investigation  
• Social behaviour media analysis  
• Visual perception annotated presentation  
• External influences on behaviour scientific poster  

UNIT 3 & 4 
• School Assessed Coursework 
• External Examination 

  



48 
 

SYSTEMS ENGINEERING 
 
OVERVIEW  
VCE Systems Engineering focuses on the human-centered design, production, 
operation, evaluation, and improvement of integrated systems that influence various 
aspects of human life. Key to this study is setting and measuring system goals, using 
project management skills, applying agile design principles, making justified design 
trade-offs, and selecting the best design. Students test, evaluate, and assess whether 
the system meets its intended goals and reflect on the engineering process to create 
effective solutions.  
 
This study applies to diverse fields such as manufacturing, transportation, automation, 
mechatronics, software, robotics, pneumatics, hydraulics, and energy management. 
VCE Systems Engineering also emphasises understanding how complex systems 
interact with people, society, and ecosystems, advocating for sustainable design 
throughout the system's life cycle due to the significant impact of human activity on 
global environments.  
 
The course promotes project management to enhance system efficiency and 
performance, encouraging critical, creative, and speculative thinking. Rapid 
prototyping, engineering, manufacturing concepts, and systems thinking are essential 
components of the study.  
 
This course, informed by a Christian perspective, explores the wonder of God's design 
principles in complex systems and equips students to apply those principles in creating 
their own solutions.   
 
TOPICS INCLUDE 
UNIT 1 & 2 

• Electrotechnological systems design and society  
• Creating electrotechnological systems design  
• Evolution of mechanical systems design   
• Creating mechanical systems  

UNIT 3 & 4 
• Integrated and controlled system principles and design  
• Clean energy technologies   
• Producing and evaluating integrated and controlled systems   
• New and emerging technologies   
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ASSESSMENT   
UNIT 1 & 2 

• a short-written report: case study analysis, data analysis, media analysis or 
research inquiry  

• an oral presentation: video or podcast   
• a visual presentation: graphic organiser, concept/mind map, annotated 

poster, or multimedia presentation   
• a multimodal record of evidence that documents activities within the 

systems engineering process using one or more of the following:  
o text  
o images  
o simulations  
o video  
o audio  
o teacher observation checklist.  

UNIT 3 & 4 
• School Assessed Coursework 
• School Assessed Tasks 
• External Examination 
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TEXTS AND TRADITIONS 
 
OVERVIEW 
This subject provides students with an outstanding opportunity to study the Bible as a 
part of their VCE. This subject is offered at Waverley Christian College with the purpose 
of empowering students to have a mature and confident grasp of the Bible and the 
study skills to be able to interpret and apply its message to life today. In Units 1 & 2 
students learn about the importance of the Bible’s story for the Christian faith, its 
authority and the way the Bible relates to contemporary issues in our society.  
In Units 3 & 4 students study the Gospel of Luke for the entire year. This includes a strong 
focus on the background of the Gospel which many students find invaluable for their 
reading of the New Testament.  
 
This subject will seek to further train students in their ability to read and apply the 
scriptures to their life and the world that they live in.  
 
TOPICS INCLUDE 
UNIT 1 & 2  

• The Importance of Sacred Texts to the Tradition  
• The Exegesis of Texts  
• Sacred Texts and Later Traditions  
• Sacred Texts in the Past  
• Sacred Texts Today  
• Comparing Religious Traditions  

UNIT 3 & 4  
• The Background of the tradition: Luke’s Gospel  
• The Audience, Purposes and Literary Aspects of the set texts: Luke’s Gospel  
• Interpreting texts: Luke’s Gospel 
• Religious themes and their teaching purpose: Luke’s Gospel  
• Themes in the later tradition and the later use of scripture: Luke’s Gospel  

 
ASSESSMENT 
UNITS 1 & 2  

• comparative tables   
• essays  
• multimedia presentations  
• short-answer questions  
• short reports, including reports based on interviews  
• summaries  
• textual commentaries  
• exegetical exercises  

UNITS 3 & 4  
• School Assessed Coursework  
• External Examination   
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VISUAL COMMUNICATION DESIGN 
 
OVERVIEW  
Visual Communication Design is distinct in its study of visual language and the role it 
plays in communicating ideas, solving problems and influencing behaviours. Students 
learn how to manipulate type and imagery when designing for specific contexts, 
purposes and audiences. They choose and combine manual and digital methods, media 
and materials with design elements and principles. In doing so, students learn how 
aesthetic considerations contribute to the effective communication and resolution of 
design ideas, and how an understanding of visual language, its role and potential is the 
foundation of effective design practice. 
  
Students explore how designers visually communicate concepts when designing 
messages, objects, environments and interactive experiences. They work both together 
and independently to find and address design problems, making improvements to 
services, systems, spaces and places experienced by stakeholders, both in person and 
online. Students employ a design process together with convergent and divergent 
thinking strategies to discover, define, develop and deliver design solutions. Drawings 
are used to visually represent relationships, ideas and appearances, while models and 
prototypes are produced for the purposes of testing and presentation. Students 
participate in critiques, both delivering and receiving constructive feedback and 
expanding their design terminology.  
 
During this study, students consider various factors that impact design decisions, 
including conceptions of good design, aesthetic impact, and economic, technological, 
environmental, cultural and social influences. Students also consider how best to 
accommodate the varied needs of people and our planet, both now and in the future, 
using human-centred design principles, together with ethical, legal, sustainable and 
culturally appropriate design practices. Students learn about the relationships between 
design, place and time, acknowledging Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander design 
knowledges, histories, traditions and practices.  
  
The Visual Communication Design course purposes to teach and promote an 
appreciation for good design. It also helps students critically analyse the visual 
communications of others from a Christian viewpoint and encourages students to use 
their design skills to communicate Christian values, the awesome nature of God, the 
beauty of creation, the value of human life and a sense of hope for the future.  
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TOPICS INCLUDE  
UNIT 1 & 2  

• Reframing design problems  
• Solving communication design problems  
• Design’s influence and influences on design  
• Design, place and time  
• Cultural ownership and design  
• Designing interactive experiences  

 UNIT 3 & 4  
• Professional design practice  
• Design Analysis  
• Design process: defining problems and developing ideas  
• Design process: refining ad resolving design concepts  
• Presenting design solutions  

 
ASSESSMENT   
UNITS 1 & 2   

• Reframing design problems and preparing a brief  
• Developing visual language  
• Designing a sustainable object  
• Environmental design  
• Digital interface 

UNITS 3 & 4  
• School-assessed Coursework 
• School-assessed Task 
• End-of-year examination 
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