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BIBLICAL STUDIES 
 
“A thorough knowledge of the Bible is worth more than a college education.”  
Theodore Roosevelt 
 
OVERVIEW  
Year 8 Biblical Studies tackles one of the most challenging parts of the Bible: The Kings 
& Prophets of Israel. The focus is on helping students see Jesus as the promised King. 
This starts with the desperate need for a king seen in the Book of Judges. It then 
develops into the anointing of King David and King Solomon’s Temple. Students are 
challenged to see the way the divided kingdom, the exile and warnings from the 
prophets prepare for Jesus.       
 
TOPICS INCLUDE  
Semester 1:  

• Kings and Prophets of Israel: Book of Judges & the need for a king, King David 
& Solomon 

Semester 2:  
• Kings and Prophets of Israel: The divided kingdom, the Exile 

 
ASSESSMENT   

• Bible Reading Plans  
• Research Assignments  
• Oral Presentations  
• Tests  

 
“But in your hearts set apart Christ as Lord. Always be prepared to give an answer to 
everyone who asks you to give the reason for the hope that you have” 1 Peter 3:15  
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ENGLISH 
 
“We must contemplate the import of ignoring the printed word. If you cannot read, 
you can do only what you are told.” Joseph P. Bean 
 
OVERVIEW 
SEMESTER 1: Students focus on the elements of text analysis, examining a film text to 
discover the film-maker's view and values. Through analysing this text, students 
consider the elements and construction of characters and how characters are used to 
tell stories. Students examine how biblical character traits compare with those of 
secular society. Furthermore, students explore the elements of poetry, both in reading 
poetic texts and creating their own poetry.   
 
SEMESTER 2: Students examine the importance of cultural heritage and how it affects 
them. Students focus on writing both analytically and creatively, further developing the 
required skills for both styles. Throughout the text study, students consider themes of 
family, forgiveness, culture and how ultimately it is Jesus who defines who we are, rather 
than our circumstances. Students also increase their understanding of persuasive 
language and argument through team debating.  
 
TOPICS INCLUDE  

• Film Study: ‘Hook’  
• Text Study: ‘Once’  
• Creative Writing and Poetry  
• Debating  

 
ASSESSMENT 
SEMESTER 1: 

• Creative Writing and Poetry   
• Analytical Text Response Essay   
• Podcast Oral Presentation   
• Spelling and Grammar   
• Semester Exam   

SEMESTER 2: 
• Analytical Text Response Essay   
• Persuasive Writing and Debating   
• Spelling and Grammar   
• Semester Examination   

 
“They read from the Book of the Law of God, making it clear and giving the meaning 
so that the people could understand what was being read.” Nehemiah 8:8 
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GEOGRAPHY 
 
“God left His fingerprints all over creation.” Byron Snapp 
 
OVERVIEW 
There are two units of study in the Year 8 curriculum for Geography: Landforms and 
Landscapes and Changing Nations. Landforms and Landscapes focuses on 
investigating geomorphology through a study of landscapes and their landforms. This 
unit examines the processes that shape individual landforms, particularly coastal 
regions, the values and meanings placed on landforms and landscapes by diverse 
cultures, hazards associated with landscapes, and management of landscapes. Through 
this unit, students will explore how the complex processes that form and shape 
landscapes reveal the intricate design of God’s creation.   
 
Changing Nations investigates the changing human geography of countries, as 
revealed by shifts in population distribution. The unit explores the process of 
urbanisation and investigates the reasons for the high level of urban concentration in 
Australia, one of the distinctive features of Australia’s human geography. Students also 
examine issues related to the management and future of Australia’s urban areas. In this 
unit students will explore the Christian responses to issues of poverty relating to 
urbanisation and the roles and responsibilities of the Church in improving living 
standards in these environments.  
 
TOPICS INCLUDE 

• Changing nations, including urbanisation and migration  
• Landforms and landscapes, including coastal and volcanic landscapes  

 
ASSESSMENT 

• Urbanisation general test  
• Urbanisation Melbourne case study  
• Coastal Environment Fieldwork Report  

 
“The earth is the Lord’s, and everything in it, the world, and all who live in it”.  
Psalm 24:1  
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HISTORY 
 
“History is a story written by the finger of God.” C.S. Lewis 
 
OVERVIEW 
This course aims to develop in students an appreciation of the life and times of medieval 
societies by examining how medieval values, ideas, laws and the rise of Christianity have 
impacted the world today. Students are encouraged to think critically and evaluate 
various aspects of medieval societies in both Europe and Asia, and will investigate the 
world of knights, samurai, castles, chivalry, the Black Death and Japanese culture 
through activities such as class discussions, research assignments and role plays. 
Students will explore how the church and Christian faith was shaped by events such as 
the Black Death as well as Christian perspectives and responses to events such as 
pandemic disease, war and poverty.  
 
TOPICS INCLUDE  

• Feudal Japan   
• Medieval Europe   

 
ASSESSMENT   

• Medieval Leaders Research Report 
• Feudal Japan Source Analysis Test 
• Comparison Presentation 

 
“Write on a scroll what you see and send it to the seven churches: to Ephesus, Smyrna, 
Pergamum, Thyatira, Sardis, Philadelphia and Laodicea.” “Write, therefore, what you 
have seen, what is now and what will take place later.” Revelation 1:11,19 
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LANGUAGES: CHINESE 
 
“A man who is ignorant of foreign languages is ignorant of his own.” Johann Goethe  
 
OVERVIEW 
Students extend their depth of knowledge and repertoire for communicating in and 
understanding Chinese language and culture within the world of teenage experience, 
on topics of general interest. They become more aware of the key features of the 
Chinese writing system. They explore the world of Chinese speakers through text and 
personal interaction, developing a deeper appreciation of life and experiences in diverse 
Chinese communities. They learn that God is a communicating God; He wants us to 
know his thoughts.  
 
TOPICS INCLUDE  
BEGINNER: 

• I Like Swimming  
• My Friend  
• I Am Really Hungry  
• My Birthday  
• My Day  

ADVANCED:  
• I Made A Phone Call to My Friend  
• My New School  
• I Like Learning Chinese  
• My Hobbies  
• My School  
• Buying Stationary  
• Buying Gift  

 
ASSESSMENT   

• Dictation  
• Oral presentations  
• Listening comprehension  
• Reading comprehension  
• Writing assessments  

 
“The Lord said, “If as one people speaking the same language they have begun to do 
this, then nothing they plan to do will be impossible for them. Come, let us go down 
and confuse their language so they will not understand each other.” That is why it was 
called Babel – because there the Lord confused the language of the whole world. 
From there the Lord scattered them over the face of the whole earth.”  
Genesis 11:6-7, 9  
 



9 
 

LANGUAGES: FRENCH 
 
“A man who is ignorant of foreign languages is ignorant of his own.” Johann Goethe  
 
OVERVIEW 
Students understand that language originates from God; by studying French they gain 
insight into the world that God has given us and that he has commanded us to care for. 
Students continue to use written and spoken French to interact with teachers, peers 
and others and exchange experiences, opinions and views. They use strategies such as 
emphasis, repetition and summary to support fluency and expression in performances 
and discussions.  
 
Students plan, draft and present imaginative and informative texts, using simple and 
compound sentences. They use regular verbs in the Present Tense form independently 
and high-frequency irregular verbs. They can use verbs in affirmative and negative 
forms. Students begin to make appropriate language choices when communicating, in 
various contexts, in French.  
 
TOPICS INCLUDE  

• Chez toi – The house  
• La vie scolaire – School life  
• Bon Weekend - Pastimes and leisure activities  
• Allons en ville - Directions and locations  

 
ASSESSMENT   
SEMESTER 1:   

• Weekly Spelling Tasks & Assessments  
• Topic Tests  
• House Plan – Ma maison idéale  
• Bedroom Plan - Ma chambre idéale  
• Timetable – Mon emploi du temps  
• Role play – A l’école  

SEMESTER 2:   
• Weekly Spelling Tasks & Assessments  
• Topic Tests  
• Oral Assessment – Vous avez la parole : Interview  
• Written Assessment - Ils sont en forme, et toi?  
• Oral Assessment – À l’office de tourisme  
• Written Assessment - Plan de la ville  

 
“The Lord said, “If as one people speaking the same language they have begun to do 
this, then nothing they plan to do will be impossible for them. Come, let us go down 
and confuse their language so they will not understand each other.” That is why it was 
called Babel – because there the Lord confused the language of the whole world. 
From there the Lord scattered them over the face of the whole earth.”  
Genesis 11:6-7, 9  
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MATHEMATICS 
 
“God uses mathematics in everything He makes. He makes things in multiples of 
sevens, elevens, and forties. Everything that God does, He does according to 
mathematics: the writing of His Bible, the making of Arcturus and establishing the 
circuit of the earth. He imparts some of that wonderful knowledge to us that we may 
know something about His grace and love for us in this respect.” Asa Sparks 
 
OVERVIEW 
Mathematics incorporates skills practice, standard applications, problem solving, 
project work and testing. Students are generally expected to complete the coursework 
designated for their year level; however, although students should utilise their talents 
faithfully, they have been given different levels of gifting by God. Hence, students may 
undertake modified work requirements in some cases to consolidate fundamental 
mathematical skills whereas other students may work on an advanced program which 
develops a deeper understanding of set topics and extends students to provide access 
to more complex applications, enabling greater access to advanced mathematics 
options in senior year levels.  
 
TOPICS INCLUDE 

• Integers  
• Index laws  
• Real numbers  
• Ratios and rates  
• Application of percentages  
• Ratios and Rates  
• Congruence  
• Algebra  
• Measurement  
• Linear equations  
• Representing and interpreting data  
• Probability  
• Coordinates and linear graphs  
• Pythagoras’ theorem  

 
ASSESSMENT 

• Assignments / Projects  
• Classwork  
• Topic Tests  
• Semester Examinations  
• Problem Solving Tasks  

 
“He determines the number of the stars and calls them each by name” Psalm 147:4 
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PERSONAL DEVELOPMENT 
 
All men have their frailties; and whoever looks for a friend without imperfections, will 
never find what he seeks. We love ourselves notwithstanding our faults, and we ought 
to love our friends in like manner.” - Cyrus the Great, founder of the Persian empire  
 
OVERVIEW  
Personal Development aims to equip students to deal with issues, in line with Christian 
values. Throughout their time in secondary school, students will be encouraged to 
maintain a focus on personal reflection, goal setting for growth and making a difference 
in the world. Personal Development provides support and a forum to discuss and 
process issues of importance to their age group.  
 
TOPICS INCLUDE  

• Goal Setting  
• Planning & Time Management  
• Online Safety  
• Learning Preferences  
• Consent Education  
• Core Values  
• Resiliency  

 
ASSESSMENT 

• Students are required to submit personal goals each term on SEQTA. 
• Students are expected to be actively involved in class discussions and 

collaborative class activities.  
 
“ ’Teacher, which is the great commandment in the Law?’ Jesus replied, ‘Love the Lord 
your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind. This is the 
first and greatest commandment. And the second is like it: Love your neighbour as 
yourself.’” Matthew 22:36-39   
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PHYSICAL EDUCATION 
 
“The world would have us believe that winning or success is measured by points on a 
scoreboard or by dollar signs. The Christian realises that winning or success is 
determined by whether or not a goal has been achieved, and that goal is to bring glory 
to God.”  Thomas M. Boqdon  
 
OVERVIEW 
Students investigate a number of different strategies using a ‘game sense’ approach, 
where the focus is not only on technical proficiency, but a greater emphasis is placed 
on the development of tactics and decision-making. It involves the use of small-sided 
games to develop skills rather than the practice of discrete skills in isolation or through 
conditioned drills. Practice games always involve players or students making choices. 
Through involvement in the small-sized games, students develop a Christian 
perspective towards competition with a view to promoting sportsmanship and 
cooperation.  
 
TOPICS INCLUDE  

• Fitness concepts  
• Invasion games (court and field)  
• Net/wall games  
• Striking/fielding games  
• SEPEP (Sport Education in Physical Education Program)  

 
ASSESSMENT  

• Technical and tactical skills 
• Values and behaviours 

 
“Therefore, I do not run like someone running aimlessly; I do not fight like a boxer 
beating the air. No, I strike a blow to my body and make it my slave so that after I have 
preached to others, I myself will not be disqualified for the prize.” 1 Corinthians 9:26-27   
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SCIENCE 
 
“The Christian faith of the early scientists gave them more than presuppositions; it also 
gave them motivation. They believed that in studying nature they were discovering 
the wisdom and power of the Creator and were thus honouring Him.” James F. Jekel 
 
OVERVIEW 
Science seeks to develop the students’ abilities to ask questions and to find answers 
about aspects of God’s Creation. The laws which govern Creation have many 
applications in our daily lives. Students will practically investigate, verify and apply these 
laws and shall identify and resolve, where possible, the problems associated with our 
physical world which have occurred as a result of the fallen state of humanity. 
Consequently, students are reminded of the moral responsibility of God’s children to 
serve Him faithfully as stewards of the resources and the materials which He has made 
available to us. A range of career-based and domestic applications of the study of 
science will be covered to better equip students to serve God with greater 
understanding.  
 
TOPICS INCLUDE  

• Body Systems  
• Cells  
• Substances  
• Physical and chemical change  
• Energy  
• Rocks and mining  
• Reproduction  
• Experimental Research  
• Practical Investigations  

 
ASSESSMENT  

• Topic tests  
• Assignments  
• Notebooks  
• Practical investigation and reports  
• Stile activities  
• Semester examination  

 
“But ask the animals, and they will teach you, or the birds in the sky, and they will tell 
you; or speak to the earth, and it will teach you, or let the fish in the sea inform you. 
Which of all these does not know that the hand of the Lord has done this? In his hand 
is the life of every creature and the breath of all mankind.” Job 12:7-10 
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ART 1 
 
“For the Christian, God is the supreme artist … God looked at His creation as it 
progressed and saw that it was good; when He had completed it, He said it was ‘very 
good’… The Great Artist was evidently much pleased with His world.” Clyde S. Kilby 
(Christianity and Aesthetics) 
 
OVERVIEW  
Art introduces students to a range of materials, skills and techniques. Art provides 
opportunities for imaginative exploration, development and communication of ideas. 
Students are encouraged to make creative and personal responses to specific tasks. 
Through experimentation of the selected material, students develop and refine skills in 
drawing and mixed media.  
 
Art provides us, as believers, a chance to pause, admire and celebrate God's handiwork 
- the ultimate Creator. This process of creating is ingrained in us as part of our identity 
as humans as we are made in His image, and we do so to honour and glorify Him for 
who He is and what He has done. 
 
TOPICS INCLUDE  

• Sculpture  
• Textiles 
• Painting  
• Mixed Media Drawing  
• Visual Diary Development  

 
ASSESSMENT  

• Research and developmental work, practical projects and finished artworks  
• Written work and assignments  

 
“He has made everything beautiful in its time. He has also set eternity in the human 
heart; yet no one can fathom what God has done from beginning to end.” Ecclesiastes 
3:11 
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ART 2  
 
“For the Christian, God is the supreme artist … God looked at His creation as it 
progressed and saw that it was good; when He had completed it, He said it was ‘very 
good’… The Great Artist was evidently much pleased with His world.” Clyde S. Kilby 
(Christianity and Aesthetics) 
 
OVERVIEW  
Art introduces students to a range of materials, skills and techniques. Art provides 
opportunities for imaginative exploration, development and communication of ideas. 
Students are encouraged to make creative and personal responses to specific tasks. 
Through experimentation of the selected material, students develop and refine skills in 
drawing and mixed media.  
 
Art provides us, as believers, a chance to pause, admire and celebrate God's handiwork 
- the ultimate Creator. This process of creating is ingrained in us as part of our identity 
as humans as we are made in His image, and we do so to honour and glorify Him for 
who He is and what He has done.  
 
TOPICS INCLUDE  

• General Drawing: Observational and Intuitive  
• Relief Painting  
• Acrylic Painting Compositions  
• Visual Diary Development   

 
ASSESSMENT  

• Research and developmental work, practical projects and finished artworks  
• Written work and assignments  

 
“He has made everything beautiful in its time. He has also set eternity in the human 
heart; yet no one can fathom what God has done from beginning to end.” Ecclesiastes 
3:11 
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DESIGN TECHNOLOGY: ENGINEERING 
 
“The world is God’s epistle to mankind – His thoughts are flashing upon us from every 
direction.” Plato, 427-347 B.C.  
 
OVERVIEW  
Students in Engineering Design are immersed in the creative process of solving 
problems by identifying needs and developing solutions. Depending on the problem, 
the solution may be a product, technique, structure, a process or a combination of 
multiple elements. This course is intended to stimulate students’ ingenuity, creative and 
critical thinking and practical skills in devising solutions to engineering design 
problems. Students are challenged with problems they have not seen before, giving 
them practice experimenting, working through uncertainty, breaking problems down 
into small parts, taking risks and playing with their own ideas.   
 
The Engineering elective is a practical course, which provides opportunities for students 
to develop knowledge, understanding and skills in relation to general engineering 
concepts. Students will explore broad topics in Systems, Electrical, Mechanical and 
Software engineering, looking at how our intelligence and abilities are ultimately gifts 
from God and understanding how they can be applied for His glory.  
 
TOPICS INCLUDE  

• Computer Science - Python Program  
• Computer Aided Design (CAD): Autodesk Fusion 360  
• Engineering Design Process  

 
ASSESSMENT  

• Use of technology and equipment   
• Engineering design process – logbook   
• Creative and critical thinking 

 
“The heavens declare the glory of God; and the firmament shows His handiwork.” 
Psalm 19:1   
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DESIGN TECHNOLOGY: VEX ROBOTICS 
 
“The world is God’s epistle to mankind – His thoughts are flashing upon us from every 
direction.” Plato, 427-347 B.C.  
 
OVERVIEW  
Students in this course will be introduced to the field of robotics and explore how they 
are used in our world. The VEX Robotics Design System, combined with Robot C 
software, teaches students how different aspects of engineering are used in the field of 
robotics. They will learn how to build, wire and program their robot as they explore how 
the hardware is entirely controlled by commands they create in software.   
 
Students will solve abstract problems in computer programming activities and practical 
hands-on engineering tasks. Together, these will provide opportunities for students to 
develop, practice and demonstrate creative and critical thinking skills in all aspects of 
their work as they look at how their intelligence and abilities are ultimately gifts from 
God, and they continue to grow in their understanding of how these skills can be 
applied for His glory.  
 
TOPICS INCLUDE  

• Computer Science - Python Program  
• Computer Aided Design (CAD): Autodesk Fusion 360  
• Engineering Design Process  

 
ASSESSMENT  

• Use of technology and equipment   
• Engineering design process – logbook   
• Creative and critical thinking   

 
“The heavens declare the glory of God; and the firmament shows His handiwork.” 
Psalm 19:1  

  



19 
 

DRAMA: ACTING SKILLS  
 
“In a small way human creative hands imitate this profusion of God, going beyond the 
minimum requirements of getting the job done. Creative hands are not content to 
spread on the frosting; they must make a tasteful arrangement of swirls and colour. 
They don’t just apply a coat of varnish; they polish the surface until it glows like satin. 
Creative hands do more than plant seeds; they place them in a tasteful and eye-
pleasing garden arrangement.” LeRoy Koopman  
 
OVERVIEW  
In Year 8 Drama, students will explore the foundations of performance through a 
variety of engaging and creative activities. The focus of this unit is on building 
communication, confidence, expressive techniques, and performance skills. Students 
will develop dramatic works through improvisation, devised theatre, and scripted 
performance, with opportunities to reflect on and incorporate biblical themes and 
values. This semester will also include the experience of viewing a live theatrical 
production, allowing students to deepen their understanding of stagecraft and 
storytelling. 
 
TOPICS INCLUDE  

• Improvised, Devised, and Scripted Performance Work  
• Expressive and Performance Skills  
• Stage Presence and the Actor-Audience Relationship  
• Tension and Dramatic Meaning  

 
ASSESSMENT  

• Solo Performance Work   
• Ensemble Performance Work   
• Written Work   

 
“In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth.” Genesis 1:1  
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DRAMA: ACTING ACADEMY  
 
“In a small way human creative hands imitate this profusion of God, going beyond the 
minimum requirements of getting the job done. Creative hands are not content to 
spread on the frosting; they must make a tasteful arrangement of swirls and colour. 
They don’t just apply a coat of varnish; they polish the surface until it glows like satin. 
Creative hands do more than plant seeds; they place them in a tasteful and eye-
pleasing garden arrangement.” LeRoy Koopman  
 
OVERVIEW  
In Year 8 Drama, students continue developing their confidence, communication, 
expressive techniques, and performance skills through improvised, devised, and 
scripted work. The course introduces students to a variety of theatre styles and 
conventions, allowing them to experiment with different forms of expression. This 
subject builds on the foundations introduced in Acting Skills from semester 1, offering 
returning students the chance to refine their skills, while remaining fully accessible to 
new students. Students will also attend a new live theatre performance, providing 
inspiration and a deeper understanding of professional stagecraft. Throughout the 
unit, students are encouraged to explore biblical themes and values through dramatic 
storytelling and character work. 
 
TOPICS INCLUDE  

• Improvised, Devised and Scripted Performance Work  
• Play-Making Techniques  
• Theatre Conventions  
• Physical Theatre  

 
ASSESSMENT  

• Solo Performance Work   
• Ensemble Performance Work   
• Written Work  

 
“In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth.” Genesis 1:1  
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ENGLISH: JOURNALISM 1  
 
“We must contemplate the import of ignoring the printed word. If you cannot read, 
you can do only what you are told.” Joseph P. Bean 
 
OVERVIEW 
Journalism is one of the fastest changing careers and industries in our society. This 
course encourages students to explore journalism's power to persuade, inform and 
challenge audiences through various communication modes. Students consider the 
breadth of journalism, examining practices in both traditional and contemporary 
media. The course starts with the basics of journalism, including how to develop a news 
story and skills of journalistic research. Students create their own stories, using 
interviews and research to come to informed conclusions about current topics. The 
course enhances literacy and critical thinking skills as students uncover the art of 
discovering ‘the facts.’ The course provides students with an opportunity to explore the 
concept of journalistic integrity. Students examine the Christian perspective on 
representing the truth and the challenge of doing so in a post-truth society.  
 
TOPICS INCLUDE  

• Basic Skills: Developing Stories  
• Journalistic Research  
• Contemporary Journalism  

 
ASSESSMENT   

• News Article Analysis   
• Media Article   
• Graphics in the News Folio 

 
“They read from the Book of the Law of God, making it clear and giving them meaning 
so that the people could understand what was being read.” Nehemiah 8:8   
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ENGLISH: JOURNALISM 2 
 
“We must contemplate the import of ignoring the printed word. If you cannot read, 
you can do only what you are told.” Joseph P. Bean 
 
OVERVIEW 
Journalism 2 encourages students to explore journalism’s power to persuade, inform 
and challenge audiences through a variety of communication modes. As journalism is 
one of the fastest changing careers and industries in our society, in this subject, 
students consider the breath of journalism, examining practices in both traditional and 
contemporary media. This course also provides students with an opportunity to explore 
the concept of journalistic integrity and truth in a post-truth society. Students gain an 
understanding of journalistic codes of ethics and integrity, ethical scenarios and 
dilemmas which impact reporting, and the issues facing journalists who work in areas 
of conflict, natural disasters and under persecution. Through an analysis of these 
journalistic practices, students will consider how a Biblical worldview can shape our 
thinking and writing when reporting.  
 
TOPICS INCLUDE  

• Issues Affecting Journalists  
• Journalistic Codes of Ethics and Integrity  
• Bias in the Media  

 
ASSESSMENT   

• Perspectives and Bias in the Media Assessment Task   
• Issues Affecting Journalists Report   
• Issues Affecting Journalists Presentation 

 
“They read from the Book of the Law of God, making it clear and giving them meaning 
so that the people could understand what was being read.” Nehemiah 8:8  
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FOOD STUDIES 1  
 
“Look to your health; and if you have it, praise God and value it next to a good 
conscience; for health is the second blessing that we mortals are capable of – a 
blessing that money cannot buy; therefore value it, and be thankful for it.” Isaak 
Walton  
 
OVERVIEW 
Students explore the importance of food in our everyday living. God provides us with a 
body and the foods on this earth to nourish it well for optimum health, performance 
and service to others. We apply values of loving others in the way we prepare food for 
others and share the kitchen resources with fellow students. Students revise and further 
explore food safety and hygiene and the use of kitchen equipment and cooking 
terminology. They also become familiar with the design process as they use a design 
brief for problem solving. Students continue to build on basic nutrition knowledge and 
further develop their cooking skills while participating in theory and practical classes.  
 
TOPICS INCLUDE 

• Safety and Hygiene  
• Equipment and Cooking Technique Terminology  
• Healthy Eating 
• Design Briefs and Problem Solving  

 
ASSESSMENT 

• Practical Cooking Activities   
• Classwork and Assignments   
• Practical Test   
• Theory Test   

 
“Everything that lives and moves will be food for you. Just as I gave you the green 
plants, I now give you everything”. Genesis 9:3   
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FOOD STUDIES 2  
 
“Look to your health; and if you have it, praise God and value it next to a good 
conscience; for health is the second blessing that we mortals are capable of – a 
blessing that money cannot buy; therefore value it, and be thankful for it.” Isaak 
Walton  
 
OVERVIEW 
Students learn and appreciate the origins of their food and different processing 
techniques that provide us with the range of food products that are available to us. The 
course explores the natural abundance of God’s provision to us and how we can include 
this in a balanced diet. Students discover the various stages of food production from 
farm to fork and deepen their understanding of the food industry as a whole. During 
regular practical cooking activities, students examine how foods change and respond 
to various cooking and processing techniques, whilst continuing to extend their recipe 
knowledge and organisational skills.  
 
TOPICS INCLUDE 

• Kitchen safety and hygiene  
• Major food groups – milk, cereals, fruit, vegetables, eggs, meat  
• Cooking skills and techniques  

 
ASSESSMENT 

• Practical Cooking Activities   
• Classwork and Assignments   
• Practical Test   
• Theory Test   

 
“Then God said, “I give you every seed bearing plant on the face of the whole earth and 
every tree than has fruit with seed in it. They will be yours for food.” Genesis 1:29 
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HEALTH 1  
 
“When wealth is lost, nothing is lost; when health is lost, something is lost; when 
character is lost, all is lost.” Billy Graham  
 
OVERVIEW  
Students will examine three focus areas including safety, alcohol and smoking, and 
nutrition. Safety addresses physical and social safety issues that students may 
encounter in their daily lives. They will explore the impact alcohol and smoking can have 
on individuals, families and communities. Students will develop knowledge, 
understanding and skills to make healthy, informed food choices through a focus on 
the macro and micronutrients. Students are encouraged to understand the value that 
God places on their health and consider the impact of their choices.  
 
TOPICS INCLUDE  

• Safety  
• Alcohol and Smoking  
• Nutrition – Macronutrients and Micronutrients  

 
ASSESSMENT  

• Safety Poster 
• Dangers of Alcohol and Smoking Assignment 
• Completion of Royal Life Saving Society e-Lifesaving Course 
• Nutrition Test 

 
“Do you not know that your bodies are temples of the Holy Spirit, who is in you, whom 
you have received from God? You are not your own; you were bought at a price. 
Therefore honour God with your bodies.”  1 Corinthians 6:19-20   
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HEALTH 2  
 
“When wealth is lost, nothing is lost; when health is lost, something is lost; when 
character is lost, all is lost.” Billy Graham  
 
OVERVIEW  
Students learn about how the relationships we form with the people in our lives has an 
impact on our health and wellbeing. They acquire skills to help them make healthy 
decisions in the different relationships they have in their lives. Students also learn about 
the importance of keeping a healthy mind and ways to help achieve this. Students will 
also learn about how to communicate effectively with others. They learn about the 
direction and advice that God gives us in the area of mental health and relationships.  
 
TOPICS INCLUDE  

• Mental Health and Wellness  
• Effective Communication  
• Relationships  

 
ASSESSMENT  

• Mental Health and Wellbeing 
• Effective Communication  
• Relationships 

 
“Do not let any unwholesome talk come out of your mouths, but only what is helpful 
for building others up according to their needs, that it may benefit those who listen.” 
Ephesians 4:29   
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HUMANITIES: TURNING POINTS IN 
HISTORY 1  
 
“The most important events in human history were the death and the resurrection of 
Jesus Christ.” Billy Graham 
 
OVERVIEW 
History is full of events that have shaped the World beyond human prediction and 
comprehension. One key aspect that has remained constant through each turning 
point has been the establishment of God’s kingdom to last beyond all human 
endeavours. Students will explore the process of historical inquiry through an 
investigation into the causes of the Fall of the Roman Empire, the experiences of 
European explorers during the “Age of Exploration”, and the impacts of the Printing 
Press on the development of the European Renaissance and the Protestant 
Reformation. Through this, students will explore how God’s presence and importance 
has renewed the development of the historical World.  
 
TOPICS INCLUDE  

• Fall of Rome 
• Age of Exploration 
• The Printing Press, Renaissance, and Reformation 

 
ASSESSMENT   

• The Fall of Rome Essay 
• Age of Exploration Magazine article 
• Printing Press Research Report 

 
 

“He has made everything beautiful in its time. He has also set eternity in the human 
heart; yet no one can fathom what God has done from beginning to end.” Ecclesiastes 
3:11  
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HUMANITIES: TURNING POINTS IN 
HISTORY 2 
 
“The most important events in human history were the death and the resurrection of 
Jesus Christ.” Billy Graham 
 
OVERVIEW 
History is full of events that have shaped the World beyond human prediction and 
comprehension. One key aspect that has remained constant through each turning 
point has been the establishment of God’s kingdom to last beyond all human 
endeavours. Students will explore the process of historical inquiry through an 
investigation into the development of the Ottoman Empire and the impacts of the Fall 
of Constantinople in 1453, historical mysteries relating to the expansion and settlement 
of Polynesian Peoples in the South Pacific and the impacts of the Enlightenment in 
Europe. Through this, students will explore God’s sovereign hand over all Turning Points 
of History and the unfolding of God’s story through significant moments in human 
history.   
 
TOPICS INCLUDE  

• Ottoman Empire and Fall of Constantinople 
• Polynesian settlement and Expansion 
• The Enlightenment in Europe 

 
ASSESSMENT   

• Fall of Constantinople Source Analysis 
• Polynesian Expansion Explanation Response 
• The Englightenment Essay 

 
“He has made everything beautiful in its time. He has also set eternity in the human 
heart; yet no one can fathom what God has done from beginning to end.” Ecclesiastes 
3:11  
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MUSIC 1  
 
“The aim and final reason of all music should be nothing else but the glory of God and 
the refreshment of the spirit.” Johann Sebastian Bach 
 
OVERVIEW  
Year 8 Music (Semester One) provides an opportunity for students to explore their 
musical passions through performance, song writing and analysis of musical genres. 
This subject is suitable for all students who love music and have a desire to develop a 
deeper understanding of musical language. Students will be encouraged to pursue 
instrument areas they are passionate about. They will prepare musical items for 
performance, share music with each other, learn how to write their own songs, and 
become familiar with basic music language skills aimed at enriching their musical 
passions and experience. Students will understand how God has blessed everyone with 
the gift of creativity and musicality. They will grow their God-given gifts and talents to 
honor and glorify Him.   
 
TOPICS INCLUDE  

• Music Performance  
• Music Language  
• Composition  

 
ASSESSMENT  

• Music Performance  
• Composition Project  
• Music Language   

 
“Praise the Lord, Praise God in his sanctuary; praise him in his mighty heavens. Praise 
him for his acts of power; praise him for his surpassing greatness. Praise him with the 
sounding of the trumpet, praise him with the harp and lyre, praise him with 
tambourine and dancing, praise him with the strings and flute, praise him with the 
clash of cymbals, praise him with resounding cymbals. Let everything that has breath 
praise the Lord. Praise the Lord” Psalm 150 
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MUSIC 2 
 
“The aim and final reason of all music should be nothing else but the glory of God and 
the refreshment of the spirit.” Johann Sebastian Bach 
 
OVERVIEW 
Year 8 Music (Semester Two) provides an opportunity for students to explore their 
musical passions through performance, song writing and analysis of musical genres. 
This subject builds on the knowledge from Year 8 Music (Semester One), but it can also 
be taken in isolation. This subject is suitable for all students who love music and have a 
desire to develop a deeper understanding of musical language. Students will be 
encouraged to pursue instrument areas they are passionate about. They will prepare 
musical items for performance, share music with each other, learn how to write their 
own songs, and become familiar with basic music language skills aimed at enriching 
their musical passions and experience. Students will understand how God has blessed 
everyone with the gift of creativity and musicality. They will grow their God-given gifts 
and talents to honor and glorify Him.   
 
TOPICS INCLUDE  

• Music Performance  
• Music Language  
• Composition  

 
ASSESSMENT  

• Music Performance  
• Composition Project  
• Music Language   

 
“Praise the Lord, Praise God in his sanctuary; praise him in his mighty heavens. Praise 
him for his acts of power; praise him for his surpassing greatness. Praise him with the 
sounding of the trumpet, praise him with the harp and lyre, praise him with 
tambourine and dancing, praise him with the strings and flute, praise him with the 
clash of cymbals, praise him with resounding cymbals. Let everything that has breath 
praise the Lord. Praise the Lord” Psalm 150 
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OUTDOOR EDUCATION   
 
“Nature is my manifestation of God. I go to nature every day for inspiration in the day’s 
work. I follow in building the principles which nature has used in its domain.” Frank 
Lloyd Wright  
 
OVERVIEW  
This subject will introduce students to the basics in Outdoor Education. As part of 
Outdoor Education, students will undertake a variety of voluntary and challenging 
activities that help students develop lifelong skills including perseverance, teamwork 
and practical camping skills. Through a variety of fun and interactive lessons and camps, 
this subject is the perfect introduction to Outdoor Education and allows students to 
fully appreciate the wonders of God’s incredible creation. Students will also be 
introduced to the Duke of Edinburgh Award which they can then complete in Year 9.  
 
TOPICS INCLUDE  

• Campcraft: Tent Pitching; Outdoor cooking; Packing a backpack; Reading a 
map; Using a compass  

• Teamwork  
• Duke of Edinburgh Award  
• Outdoor Activities  
• Adventurer  

 
ASSESSMENT  

• Campcraft practical skills   
• Participation during outdoor experiences   
• Adventurers Presentation   
• Journal   

 
“But ask the animals, and they will teach you, or the birds in the sky, and they will tell 
you; or speak to the earth, and it will teach you, or let the fish of the sea inform you. 
Which of all these does not know that the hand of the Lord has done this? In his hand 
is the life of every creature and the breath of all mankind.” Job 12:7-10   



32 
 

PHOTOGRAPHY & MEDIA ARTS  
 
“Thinking cannot be clear till it has had expression. We must write, or speak, or act our 
thoughts, or they will remain in a half torpid form. Our feelings must have expression, 
or they will be as clouds, which, till they descend as rain, will never bring up fruit or 
flower. So it is with the inward feelings; expression gives them development.” Henry 
Ward Beecher  
 
OVERVIEW 
In this unit, students will analyse how media productions are developed and created; 
from planning through to final production. Students will gain the ability to create media 
forms for a variety of audiences, presenting ideas and values in their productions. 
Students will be introduced to the basics of digital photography including composition 
and exposure, learning to communicate narratives through a series of images.   
 
Students will have the opportunity to create their own media products, including the 
development of a digital folio consisting of their exploration of this media form. This unit 
is designed to introduce students to Media terminology and skills required for further 
Media studies in subsequent years and provide an outlet for students to use their God-
given creativity and gifts to process and express their understanding who God is and 
the world He has made.  
 
TOPICS INCLUDE  

• The anatomy of a camera  
• Composition  
• Abstract Photography  
• Product Advertising  

 
ASSESSMENT  

• Photographic challenges to demonstrate understanding  
• Media product research and analysis  
• Photographic name project  
• Commercial Photography  

 
“He has made everything beautiful in its time. He has also set eternity in the human 
heart; yet no one can fathom what God has done from beginning to end.” Ecclesiastes 
3:11   
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SCIENCE: FORENSIC SCIENCE   
 
“The Christian faith of the early scientists gave them more than presuppositions; it also 
gave them motivation. They believed that in studying nature they were discovering 
the wisdom and power of the Creator and were thus honouring Him.” James F. Jekel 
 
OVERVIEW  
Students will develop the ability to think critically, research and apply practical skills to 
further enhance their scientific knowledge. They appreciate the relevance of scientific 
investigation techniques and skills to be applied to consumer and forensic 
science. Students learn about how science is related to solving crimes and how each 
individual is unique and fearfully made by God. Relevant scientific concepts and 
processes are explored as students participate in activities that invite inquiry, logical 
thought and verification of information.  
 
TOPICS INCLUDE  

• CSI: Forensic techniques  
• Physical Evidence  
• Trace Evidence  

 
ASSESSMENT  

• Assignments / Project Work  
• Practical Reports  

 
“But ask the animals, and they will teach you, or the birds in the sky, and they will tell 
you; or speak to the earth, and it will teach you, or let the fish in the sea inform you.” 
Job 12:7-8   
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SCIENCE: MEDICAL SCIENCE 
 
“The Christian faith of the early scientists gave them more than presuppositions; it also 
gave them motivation. They believed that in studying nature they were discovering 
the wisdom and power of the Creator and were thus honouring Him.” James F. Jekel 
 
OVERVIEW  
Students learn to develop their critical thinking, research and practical scientific skills to 
further enhance their scientific knowledge. Students appreciate the relevance of 
science, applying scientific skills to the topic of medical science, specifically the germ 
theory of disease including the symptoms and treatments for specific diseases. 
Students begin to appreciate the complexity of God’s design of body systems by 
examining the anatomy of the human body and how science can be used 
compassionately to develop effective treatments to alleviate suffering. 
 
TOPICS INCLUDE  

• Biochemistry of the body 
• Epidemiology 
• Science and Social Justice 
• Body Systems 
• Disease 

 
ASSESSMENT  

• Assignments / Project Work 
• Practical Reports / Logbook 

 
“But ask the animals, and they will teach you, or the birds in the sky, and they will tell 
you; or speak to the earth, and it will teach you, or let the fish in the sea inform you.” 
Job 12:7-8  
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SPORTS SCIENCE 1 
 
“It would be a shame to work so hard to be fit for this world and be unfit for the king.” 
Bonnie Pfiester  
 
OVERVIEW 
Students examine the fitness components required to successfully perform an activity 
and the factors that affect them. They will undertake a range of fitness tests relevant to 
the fitness components. They will learn the various training principles and training 
methods and how to appropriately apply these to a training program that promotes 
improved athlete performance. Students participate in a variety of training sessions 
designed to improve or maintain fitness and evaluate the effectiveness of different 
training methods. Through this, students learn about the value that God places on 
looking after their physical bodies.  
 
TOPICS INCLUDE 

• Fitness components 
• Training principles, methods & programs 

 
ASSESSMENT 

• Fitness Components: Written Test 
• Training Principles: Case Study 
• Fitness Testing Profile 
• Training Program 

 

“He gives strength to the weary and increases the power of the weak. Even youths 
grow tired and weary, and young men stumble and fall; but those who hope in the 
Lord will renew their strength. They will soar on wings like eagles; they will run and not 
grow weary, they will walk and not be faint.” Isaiah 40:29-31  
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SPORTS SCIENCE 2 
 
“It would be a shame to work so hard to be fit for this world and be unfit for the king.” 
Bonnie Pfiester  
 
OVERVIEW 
Students will participate in a variety of theoretical and practical classes in order to 
improve their  understanding of coaching principles within sport. They will complete an 
AIS certificate in Community Coaching Essential Skills, providing them with 
fundamental skills and the understanding required to be an effective coach. Students 
will be able to apply their coaching knowledge through opportunities where they will 
plan and oversee practical sessions. Students will discover God’s view of leadership; how 
they can work with others in a God honoring way.  
 
TOPICS INCLUDE 

• AIS Coaching Course 
• Who You Coach, Where You Coach, What You Coach 
• Practical Coaching 

 
ASSESSMENT 

• AIS Coaching online course 
• Workbook Completion 
• Coaching Assignment 

 
“He gives strength to the weary and increases the power of the weak. Even youths 
grow tired and weary, and young men stumble and fall; but those who hope in the 
Lord will renew their strength. They will soar on wings like eagles; they will run and not 
grow weary, they will walk and not be faint.” Isaiah 40:29-31  
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VISUAL COMMUNICATION 1  
 
“Thinking cannot be clear till it has had expression. We must write, or speak, or act our 
thoughts, or they will remain in a half torpid form. Our feelings must have expression, 
or they will be as clouds, which, till they descend as rain, will never bring up fruit or 
flower. So it is with the inward feelings; expression gives them development.” Henry 
Ward Beecher  
 
OVERVIEW 
This unit focuses on using visual language to communicate messages, ideas and 
concepts. Students investigate how typography and imagery are used in visual 
communication design. They apply design thinking skills when exploring ways in which 
images and type can be manipulated to communicate ideas and concepts in different 
ways. Both one and two-point perspective design solutions will be explored and 
presented in the form of illustrations and infographics, along with both manual and 
digital methods of design. Students develop an understanding of the design process as 
a means of organising their thinking about approaches to solving design problems and 
presenting ideas, and as a way of processing and expressing their God-given gifts of 
creativity and reasoning.  
 
TOPICS INCLUDE 

• Typography  
• Technical Drawing  
• Elements and Principles of Design  

 
ASSESSMENT 

• Classwork  
• Research and developmental activities  
• Practical projects   
• Finished designs  
• Folio  

 
“No-one ever spoke the way this man does.” John 7:4  
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VISUAL COMMUNICATION 2 
 
“It is easier to go down a hill than up it, but the view is much better at the top.”  
Henry Ward Beecher  
 
OVERVIEW 
This unit focuses on using visual language to communicate messages, ideas and 
concepts. Students investigate how the elements of design are used collaboratively to 
communicate messages visually. Students will apply design thinking skills when 
exploring ways in which images and type can be manipulated to communicate ideas 
and concepts in different ways. Both two dimensional and three dimensional design 
solutions will be explored and presented. Students will develop an understanding of the 
design process as a means of organising their thinking about approaches to solving 
design problems and presenting ideas, and as a way of processing and expressing their 
God-given gifts of creativity and reasoning.  
 
TOPICS INCLUDE 

• Packaging Design  
• Character Design and Stylistic Features  
• Technical Drawing (Orthogonal) 

 
ASSESSMENT 

• Classwork  
• Research and developmental activities  
• Practical projects   
• Finished designs  
• Folio  

 
“He has filled them with skill to do all kinds of work as engravers, designers, 
embroiderers in blue purple and scarlet yarn and fine linen, and weavers – all of them 
skilled workers and designers.” Exodus 35:35  
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