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LIVING A LIFE OF INTEGRITY 
Without integrity, we will not accomplish our purpose as a Christian school community. 
 
As Ravi Zacharias, the great Christian apologist has said: 
“The greatest obstacle to the impact of the gospel has not been its inability to provide answers, but 
the failure on our part to live it out.” 
 
If children and teens do not see us exhibiting godly moral character in our daily lives, the apologetic 
arguments we provide them are invalidated, no matter how compelling our words are. The way we 
relate to each other as colleagues, the way we relate to the students and their parents matters, and 
is of vital importance in our day to day life as a Christian school community. 
 
What then does the Bible have to say about integrity? 
When the Bible talks about integrity, it refers to the character virtues of uprightness, honesty, 
sincerity, and being true and real. Interestingly, we read in Matthew 22:16 the following description 
of Jesus by the Pharisees: 
“Teacher,” they said, “we know that you are a man of integrity and that you teach the way of God in 
accordance with the truth. You aren’t swayed by others, because you pay no attention to who they 
are.” (NIV) 
 
The Pharisees recognized the character of Jesus as being honest, true and faithful. They recognized 
Jesus as being a person of integrity, even though their motive was to trap him in argument.  
 
A more popular definition of integrity is that integrity means to live out your life in private in the 
same way you live (or talk about) your life in public. It’s who we are when no one else is looking. 
 
Christians are called to the highest of ideals. We believe things like "death to self" and "the last shall 
be first," but we grapple and struggle almost constantly with living lives of integrity. Unfortunately, 
there are countless examples of Christian leaders who suffered great falls where it was made clear 
that their private lives looked vastly different from the carefully curated lives they lived in front of 
their audiences. 
 
In short, the Christian command to integrity is a command to both talk and walk in the way of Jesus. 
It's a life marked by love, compassion, mercy, justice, and honoring God's call above everything else.  
Integrity calls us to walk in the path of Christ, and to steer clear of hypocrisy. 
 
How can we live a life of integrity? 
Let’s consider the example of the Old Testament character of Job. The Bible describes Job as a man 
who was…blameless and upright; he feared God and shunned evil. In other words, Job was a person 
of integrity. This description of Job is repeated three times. In spite of Satan’s efforts to have Job 
curse God for the affliction that Satan had brought on him, Job refused to, but instead, maintained 
his integrity. Job even resisted the urgings of his wife to let go of his integrity, curse God, and die 
(Job 2:9). 
 
What was the secret to Job’s life of integrity? 
Job was an individual who feared God. He believed that the fear of the Lord is wisdom, and to shun 
evil is understanding (Job 28:28). Job believed that he was accountable to God for his actions. He 
understood that it mattered to God how he treated others and consequently, sought to live a 



blameless and upright life, giving no place to evil thoughts, desires, or actions. This is the essence of 
integrity. 
 
One of the greatest passages in the Bible that describes godly character and integrity is found in      
Job 31. Throughout Job’s discourse, he repeatedly invites God’s judgement on his life if he has not 
walked in integrity before God and others, in any area of his life. I wonder how many of us would be 
brave (or foolish) enough to do the same thing! 
 
Excerpts from Job 31 (The Message) 
Isn’t God looking, observing how I live? Doesn’t he mark every step I take? 
5-8 “Have I walked hand in hand with falsehood, or hung out in the company of deceit? Weigh me on a 
set of honest scales so God has proof of my integrity. If I’ve strayed off the straight and narrow, 
wanted things I had no right to, messed around with sin, go ahead, then - give my portion to 
someone who deserves it. 
9-12 “If I’ve let myself be seduced by a woman and conspired to go to bed with her, fine, my wife has 
every right to go ahead and sleep with anyone she wants to. For disgusting behaviour like that, I’d 
deserve the worst punishment you could hand out. Adultery is a fire that burns the house down; I 
wouldn’t expect anything I count dear to survive it. 
13-15 “Have I ever been unfair to my employees when they brought a complaint to me? What, then, 
will I do when God confronts me? When God examines my books, what can I say? Didn’t the same 
God who made me, make them? Aren’t we all made of the same stuff, equals before God? 
16-18 “Have I ignored the needs of the poor, turned my back on the indigent, taken care of my own 
needs and fed my own face while they languished? Wasn’t my home always open to them? Weren’t 
they always welcome at my table? 
19-20 “Have I ever left a poor family shivering in the cold when they had no warm clothes? Didn’t the 
poor bless me when they saw me coming, knowing I’d brought coats from my closet? 
21-23 “If I’ve ever used my strength and influence to take advantage of the unfortunate, go ahead, 
break both my arms, cut off all my fingers! The fear of God has kept me from these things- how else 
could I ever face him? 
24-28 “Did I set my heart on making big money or worship at the bank? Did I boast about my wealth, 
show off because I was well-off? Was I ever so awed by the sun’s brilliance and moved by the moon’s 
beauty that I let myself become seduced by them and worshiped them on the sly? If so, I would 
deserve the worst of punishments, for I would be betraying God himself. 
29-30 “Did I ever crow over my enemy’s ruin? Or gloat over my rival’s bad luck? No, I never said a word 
of detraction, never cursed them, even under my breath. 
31-34 “Didn’t those who worked for me say, ‘He fed us well. There were always second helpings’? And 
no stranger ever had to spend a night in the street; my doors were always open to travellers. 
 
The basis for Job’s life was for it to be lived in the fear of the Lord. He guarded his life carefully, 
putting strategies in place to keep him from lust, lies, deceit, disobedience, wrong desires and 
actions, adultery, injustice, lack of compassion, greed and idolatry, lack of mercy, lack of hospitality, 
fear of others, and theft. 
 
How can we apply the principle of integrity to our lives? 
By being true to what we believe, and acting with courage in accordance with Christian principles of 
moral and ethical behaviour. 
 
“Show yourself in all respects to be a model of good works, and in your teaching show integrity, 
dignity, and sound speech that cannot be condemned..” Titus 2:7-8 
 
* We need to be aware that our integrity will be tested. In 2 Chronicles 32:31, we read: 
“…God left him (Hezekiah) to test him to know everything that was in his heart.” 
What might be exposed in our hearts if God was to “leave” us for a time? 
 



* Being honest and truthful 
We need to be so careful when recounting our version of events (especially when it involves an 
offence with someone) that our account is unbiased, objective, and completely true, not slanted in 
any way. Similarly, we need to avoid the temptation to make ourselves look better in a situation 
than might really be the case. Acknowledgement of the contribution of others is a mark of integrity. 
 
* Demonstrating Christ-like character 
 
* Demonstrating loyalty to each other 
 
* Speaking up on behalf of others - acting courageously 
 
* Maintaining confidentiality 
 
* Developing a culture of trust 
 
* Upholding professional standards 
 
* Being honest and consistent in our dealings with students 
 
* Refraining from gossip and spreading rumours  
 
* Keeping our word 
 
* Recognizing the negative influence that others can have on our lives 
Our behaviour can sometimes be negatively influenced by others, even fellow believers. We may 
find ourselves drawn into behaviour that is less than edifying when we associate with a particular 
individual or individuals. If we value our integrity before God, we may need to review these 
associations. 
 
* Not being a respecter of persons 
Do we show greater respect to a person of standing in our community (e.g. a parent) than we might 
show to other parents? Would we do “favours” for some parents but not for others? 
 
* Not allowing ourselves to be intimidated 
Fear of others can cause us to compromise our integrity. If we lack courage, we will not fulfil the 
purposes of God for our lives. Courage is an essential component of a life of faith. A life of faith 
involves taking risks. It is not possible to live a risk averse life as a follower of Christ. Every person of 
faith in the Scriptures had to demonstrate courage in the face of adversity and challenging 
circumstances.  
 
* Not compromising our Christian faith, beliefs and values. 
 
* Not seeking to be popular or to be recognized 
 
* Treating others without bias, fear or favour 
 It was noted of Jesus… 
You aren’t swayed by others, because you pay no attention to who they are. 
If we get caught in the trap of seeking the approval of others, it won’t be long before our integrity is 
compromised. 
 
PRAYER 



“Lord, help us to be the people of integrity you desire us to be. Cleanse and purify us from the 
compromise that so easily becomes part of our lives. May we understand what it means to walk in 
the ‘fear of the Lord’ and so live lives that are blameless before you. Amen.” 
 
Every Blessing, 
 

 
Peter Sheahan (Principal) 
 
 


