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THE WISDOM FROM ABOVE 
 
Real, spiritual wisdom means humility, not rivalry 
13-16 Are there some wise and understanding people among you? Then your lives will be an example of 
the humility  that is born of true wisdom. But if your heart is full of rivalry and bitter jealousy, then do 
not boast of your wisdom—don’t deny the truth that you must recognise in your inmost heart. You 
may acquire a certain superficial wisdom, but it does not come from God—it comes from this world, 
from your own lower nature, even from the devil. For wherever you find jealousy and rivalry you also 
find disharmony and all other kinds of evil. 
 
17 But the wisdom that comes from heaven is first of all pure; then peace-loving, considerate, 
submissive, full of mercy and good fruit, impartial and sincere. 18 Peacemakers who sow in peace reap 
a harvest of righteousness. James 3:13-18 (J.B. Phillips New Testament) 
 
Questions: 

 Do we want to get along well with others? 

 Do we want to enjoy positive, harmonious relationships? 
 
Here’s how to go about it. 
 
Characteristics of Godly wisdom: 
“The wisdom that comes from God is first utterly pure,” 
It’s free from defilement; not contaminated. Pure motives. A mind that thinks holy thoughts in 
contrast to rivalry, bitter jealousy, contentiousness, disharmony, quarrelling, or being unforgiving, 
harsh, resentful, selfishness, and disputatious. The true wisdom is that which is cleansed of all 
ulterior motives, so cleansed of self that it has become pure enough to see God. True wisdom is able 
to bear the very scrutiny of God. 
 
“then peace-loving,” 
Reflected in right relationships between each other, and between ourselves and God. The true 
wisdom is the wisdom that produces right relationships. Not a wisdom that is clever or arrogant and 
seeks to separate one from another. Or cruel, taking delight in hurting others with cutting words. 
True wisdom is the wisdom that seeks to bring people closer to one another, and closer to God. 
 
“gentle,” 
Considerate, sweet reasonableness. Knowing when it is actually wrong to apply the strict letter of 
the law. Knowing how to forgive, when strict justice gives the right to condemn. Knowing how to 
make allowances, knowing when not to stand upon our rights, knowing how to temper justice with 
mercy, remembering that there are greater things in the world than rules and regulations. 
 
“ approachable,” 
Submissive, easy to persuade. Not rigid and beyond all appeal, willing to listen, willing to be 
persuaded, skilled in knowing when to wisely yield. 
 
“ full of tolerant thoughts and kindly actions,”  



Full of mercy and good fruit, a reflection of the mercy of God to all people. The opposite of saying: ‘It 
is their fault; they bought it on themselves’. Mercy is not merely an emotion, feeling sorry and 
sympathy for someone. It must result in action and help for those in need of mercy. 
 
“with no breath of favouritism or hint of hypocrisy.” 
Impartial – no hint of favouritism 
Sincere – without hypocrisy, no pretence 
 
“ And the wise are peace-makers who go on quietly sowing for a harvest of righteousness—in other 
people and in themselves.” 
The righteous mind must be a peace loving, peacemaking mind, and must also work in and for 
peace. 
 
And in the words of The Message Bible… 
13-16 Do you want to be counted wise, to build a reputation for wisdom? Here’s what you do: Live well, 
live wisely, live humbly. It’s the way you live, not the way you talk, that counts. Mean-spirited 
ambition isn’t wisdom. Boasting that you are wise isn’t wisdom. Twisting the truth to make 
yourselves sound wise isn’t wisdom. It’s the furthest thing from wisdom—it’s animal cunning, devilish 
conniving. Whenever you’re trying to look better than others or get the better of others, things fall 
apart and everyone ends up at the others’ throats. 
 
17-18 Real wisdom, God’s wisdom, begins with a holy life and is characterized by getting along with 
others. It is gentle and reasonable, overflowing with mercy and blessings, not hot one day and cold 
the next, not two-faced. You can develop a healthy, robust community that lives right with God and 
enjoy its results only if you do the hard work of getting along with each other, treating each other 
with dignity and honor. James 3:13-18 (The Message) 
 
CHALLENGE:  

 Is my life an example of humility? (the opposite of self-assertion and self-interest) 

 Am I free from creating contentiousness and disharmony? 

 Do I seek to bring people closer to each other and to God? 

 Am I known for being considerate and reasonable? 

 Am I willing to listen, willing to be persuaded? 

 Does my life reflect the mercy of God to all people? 

 Am I impartial and sincere in my dealings with others? 

 Do I work in and for peace? 
 
The true wisdom from above does not allow for timidity or lack of courage. To achieve a healthy and 
robust community requires a willingness to do the hard work of getting along with others. 
 
Every Blessing, 
 

  
Peter Sheahan (Principal) 
 
 


